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ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, VI. xt. 6—xu1. 1

in a marriage-feast, for it is their custom to spend the
entire night in such gatherings) he went in and told
those who were reclining at table. And they all, with
a single impulse, as if at a preconcerted signal, rose
up, and came running with all speed ; and bursting
in upon us they gave a shout, and when the soldiers
that were guarding us straightway took to flight, they
came up to us, lying as we were on pallets without
bedding. And I—God knows that at first I thought
they were robbers coming to plunder and steal——
stayed on the bed, naked save for my linen shirt, and
the rest of my garments that were lying by I held
out to them. But they bade me get up and go out
with all speed. And then, gathering why they were
come, I cried out, begging and beseeching them to go
away and leave us alone ; and I asked them, if they
wished to do me a good turn, to anticipate those who
were leading me away and to cut off my head them-
selves. And while I was thus shouting, as those who
were my companions and partakers in everything
know, they raised me up forcibly. And I let myself
fall on my back on the ground, but they seized me by
the hands and feet and dragged and brought me
outside. And there followed me the witnesses of all
these things, Gaius, Faustus, Peter and Paul ; who
also took me up in their arms and brought me out
of the little town, and setting me on the bare back of
an ass led me away.” Such is the account Dionysius
gives concerning himself.

XLI. But the same person in a letter to Fabius,
bishop of the Antiochenes, gives the following account
of the contests of those who suffered martyrdom at
Alexandria under Decius: “ It was not with the
imperial edict that the persecution began amongst
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us, but it preceded it by a whole year; and that
prophet and creator of evils for this city, whoever he
was, was beforehand in stirring and inciting the masses
of the heathen against us, fanning anew the flame of
their native superstition. Aroused by him and seizing
upon all authority for their unholy deeds, they con-
ceived that this kind of worship of their gods—the
thirsting for our blood—was the only form of piety.

* First, then, they seized an old man named Metras,
and bade him utter blasphemous words ; and when
he refused to obey they belaboured his body with
cudgels, stabbed his face and eyes with sharp reeds,
and leading him to the suburbs stoned him.

“ Then they led a woman called Quinta, a believer,
to the idol temple, and were for forcing her to
worship. But when she turned away and showed her
disgust, they bound her by the feet and dragged her
through the whole city over the rough pavement, so
that she was bruised by the big stones, beating her
all the while ; and bringing her o the same place
they stoned her to death. Then with one accord they
all rushed to the houses of the godly, and, falling
each upon those whom they recognized as neighbours,
they harried, spoiled and plundered them, appropri-
ating the more valuable of their treasures, and scatter-
ing and burning in the streets the cheaper articles and
such as were made of wood, until they gave the city
the appearance of having been captured by enemies,
But the brethren gave way and gradually retired,
and, like those of whom Paul also testified, they took
joyfully the spoiling of their possessions. And I
know not if there be any-—save, it may be, some
single one who fell into their hands—who up to the
present has denied the Lord.
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* Moreover, they seized then that marvellous aged
virgin Apollonia, broke out all her teeth with blows
on her jaws, and piling up a pyre before the city
threatened to burn her alive, if she refused to recite
along with them their blasphemous sayings. But she
asked for a brief space, and, being released, without
flinching * she leaped into the fire and was consumed.

“ Serapion they laid hold of at his own home, broke
all his limbs by the severe tortures they inflicted, and
cast him down head foremost from the upper story.

“ Now there was no way, no thoroughfare, no alley
by which we could go, either by night or during the
day : always and everywhere all were shouting,
that he who did not join in the chorus of ‘blasphemy
must immediately be dragged off and burnt. And
this state of things continued at its height for a
long time. But strife and civil war came upon the
wretched men, and turned on themselves the fury of
which we had been the object ; and for a brief space
we breathed again, since they had no time to indulge
their anger against us. Straightway, however, the
news was spread abroad of the change from that rule
that had been more kindly to us,® and great was the
fear of threatened punishment that hung over us.
And, what is more, the edict arrived, and it was
almost like that which was predicted by our Lord,
wellnigh the most terrible of all, so as, if possible, to
cause to stumble even the elect.® Howsoever that

"be, all cowered with fear. And of many of the more

eminent persons, some came forward immediately
through fear, others in public positions were com-
pelled to do so by their business, and others were

3 Matt, xxiv. 24. FKusebius has cxavdahicar for Matthew’s
mTAavdofat,
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dragged by those around them. Called by name they
approached the impure and unholy sacrifices, some
pale and trembling, as if they were not for sacrificing
but rather to be themselves the sacrifices and victims
to the idols, so that the large crowd that stood around
heaped mockery upon them, and it was evident that
they were by nature cowards in everything, cowards
both to die and to sacrifice. But others ran eagerly
towards the altars, affirming by their forwardness that
they had not been Christians even formerly ; con-
cerning whom the Lord very truly predicted that
they shall hardly be saved.r Of the rest, some
followed one or other of these, others fled ; some
were captured, and of these some went as far as
bonds and imprisonment, and certain, when they had
been shut up for many days, then forswore themselves
even before coming into court, while others, who
remained firm for a certain time under tortures,
subsequently gave in.

¢ But the firm and blessed pillars of the Lord, being
strengthened by Him, and receiving power and sted-
fastness in due measure according to the mighty faith
that was in them, proved themselves admirable
martyrs of His kingdom. Of these the first was
Julian, a man who suffered from gout, unable to stand
or walk. He was brought up with two others who
carried him, of whom the one straightway denied ;
the other, Cronion by name, but surnamed Eunus,
and the old man Julian himself, confessed the Lord,
and were carried upon camels through the whole city,
very large in extent as ye know, and thus uplifted
were beaten, and in the end, surrounded by all the

1 A very free reference to Matt. xix. 23; ¢f. Mark x. 23;
Luke xviii. 24.
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people, burnt in quicklime. A soldier who stood by
as they were being led off, opposed those who in-
sulted them ; and, when the crowd cried out, Besas,
that brave warrior of God, was brought up, and after
excelling in the great war of piety was beheaded.
And another, a Libyan by race, Macar,* true both
to his name and the [Lord’s] benediction, though
the judge urged him strongly to deny, was not in-
duced, and so was burnt alive. And after these
Epimachus and Alexander, when they had remained
a long time in prison, enduring to the end countless
agonies from serapers and scourges, were also burnt
in quicklime.

« And with them four women : Ammonarion, a holy
virgin, though tortured vigorously by the judge for
a very long time, inasmuch as she had made it plain
beforehand that she would not utter anything of what
he bade her, kept true to her promise, and was led
away. And as to the rest, Mercuria, an aged woman
of reverend mien, and Dionysia, the mother indeed
of many children, who yet did not love them above
the Lord, when the governor was ashamed to ply
continued torture all to no end, and to be worsted
by women,—they were put to death by the sword,
and so had trial of no further tortures. For these
Ammonarion, trie champion, had taken upon herself
on behalf of all.

«Hero and Ater and Isidore, Egyptians, and with
them a young boy of about fifteen named Dioscorus
were delivered up. And at first [the governor] tried
to wheedle the lad by words, as one easily led astray,
and to compel him by tortures, as one that would
easily give in; but Dioscorus neither obeyed nor

1 ¢ Blessed.”
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yielded. The rest he savagely tore in pieces, and,
when they endured, committed them also to the
flames. But, marvelling at the splendid bearing of
Dioscorus in public and the wise answers he made to
his questions in private, he let him off, saying that he
granted him a period of delay to repent, on account
of his youth, And now the most godly Dioscorus is
with us, having remained for a still longer contest and
a more lasting conflict.

¢« A certain Nemesion, he also an Egyptian, was
falsely accused of consorting with robbers, and when
he had cleared himself before the centurion of that
charge so foreign to his character, he was informed
against as being a Christian, and came bound before
the governor. He most unjustly inflicted on him
twice as many tortures and scourgings as he did on
the robbers, and burnt him between them, thus
honouring him, happy man, with a likeness to Christ.

« A whole band of soldiers, Ammon and Zeno and
Piolemy and Ingenuus, and with them an old man
Theophilus, had taken their stand before the court.
Now a certain man was being tried as a Christian, and
at that moment was inclining towards denial, when
these men standing by ground their teeth, cast looks
at him, stretched out their hands and made gestures
with their bodies. And when all turned towards
them, before anyone could otherwise seize them,
they ran of their own accord to the prisoner’s dock,
saying that they were Christians ; so that both the
governor and his assessors were filled with fear,
and those who were on their trial showed them-
selves very courageous in the face of their future
sufferings, while the judges were affrighted. So
these men marched from the court in proud pro-
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1 A free reference to Heb. xi. 38.

2 gipBios is & common word for husband or wife in later Greek.
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cession, exulting in their witness, God spreading
abroad their fame gloriously.

XLIIL ¢ And many others throughout the cities and
villages were torn in pieces by the heathen, of whom
I shall mention one as an example. Ischyrion was
acting as the hired steward of one of the rulers. His
employer bade him sacrifice ; when he refused he
insulted him, when he abode by his refusal he abused
him foully ; and as he still remained firm he took a
very large stick, thrust it through his bowels and
vital organs, and so killed him.

“ What need is there to speak of the multitude of
those who wandered in deserts and mountains,® and
perished by hunger and thirst and frost and diseases
and robbers and -wild beasts? Such of them as
survive bear testimony to their election and victory ;
but one fact in connexion with these men also I
shall adduce as evidence. Chaeremon was bishop of
the city called Nilopolis, and of extreme age. He
fled to the Arabian mountain with his wife,2 and
never returned, nor could the brethren ever lay eyes
again either on them or their bodies, although they
made a long and thorough search. But many in that
same Arabian mountain were reduced to utter slavery
by barbarian Saracens. Of these some were with
difficulty ransomed for large sums, othérs have not
yet been, up to this day

*“ And I have not given this account, brother, to no
purpose, but that you may know all the ternble things
that happened with us. Those who have had a larger
experience of them would know more examples.”

Then, after a little, he adds as follows : ‘ Therefore
the divine martyrs themselves among us, who now
are assessors of Christ, and share the fellowship of
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His kingdom, and take part in His decisions and judge
along with Him, bave espoused the cause of certain
of the fallen brethren who became answerable for
the charge of sacrificing ; and seeing their conversion
and repentance, they judged it had the power to
prove acceptable to Him who hath no pleasure at all
in the death of the sinner, but rather his repentance ;
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2 The consistentes, or bystanders, were the highest order
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and so they received and admitted them to the
worship of the Church! as consistentes,? and gave
them fellowship in their prayers and feasts. What
then do ye counsel us, brethren, on these matters ?
What are we to do? Are we to be of like opinion
and mind with them, uphold their decision and con-
cession, and deal kindly with those they pitied? Or
shall we esteem their decision unjust, and set our-
selves up as critics of their opinion, cause grief to
kindness, and do away with their arrangement ? ”

Now these words Dionysius added suitably, raising
the question about those who had proved weak in
the time of persecution, XLIII. since Novatus? a
presbyter of the church of the Romans, being lifted
up by arrogance against these, as if there was no
longer any hope of salvation for them, not even if
they were to perform everything that a genuine
conversion and a pure confession demand, became
the leader of a separate sect of those who, in their
pride of mind, styled themselves Puritans. Where-
upon a very large synod was assembled at Rome, of
sixty bishops and a still greater number of presbyters
of penitents. They were admitted to the eucharistic prayers,
but debarred from communion.

8 This person, the founder of the Novatianist sect, is called
by Eusebius, and subsequent Greek writers, Novatus, but by

the Westerns (no doubt rightly) Novatianus. Cf. the letters
of Dionysius in c. 45 and vii. 8.
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