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PREFACE TO BOOKSTANDII

Pr.1 Some persons reject the truth and introduce false statements
and “endless genealogies, which provide questions,” as the Apostle
says, “rather than the divine training that is in faith” (1 Tim.1:4).!
They combine plausibility with fraud and lead the mind of the inex-
perienced astray and force them into captivity. They falsify the words
of the Lord and make themselves bad interpreters of what was well
said. Thus they overthrow many and on the pretext of “knowledge”
" (Gnosis) divert them from the one who founded and arranged this
universe, as if they could show something higher and greater than the
God who made heaven and earth and everything in them. By persua-
sion and rhetoric they attract the simple to pursue the quest and
wickedly destroy them, inculcating blasphemous and impious ideas
about the Creator in people unable to distinguish false from true.

Pr. 2 Error is not shown forth such as it is, for fear that when
stripped it may be recognized, but is fraudulently adorned with
persuasive attire and appears more true than the truth itself, ridicu-
lous to say, thanks to this external appearance to the eyes of the igno-
rant— as was said by one of our betters: “The precious stone emerald,
of great price in the eyes of some, is devalued by glass artfully
polished, as long as no one is present who can test it and prove the
existence of fraud. And when bronze has been mixed with silver,
who can readily verify it if he is no expert?” We do not want people
snatched away by our fault like sheep by wolves when deceived by
the outer covering of sheepskin (Matt.7:15), wolves from whom the
Lord warned us to keep away, those who speak like us but think
otherwise. Therefore, after reading the commentaries of those who
call themselves disciples of Valentinus, and meeting some of them
and having fully understood their teaching, I considered it necessary
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to show you, beloved, their portentous and profound mysteries, &
which “not all understand” (Matt.19:11), because not all have lost
their brains! Thus you will know the doctrines and will make them @
manifest to all who are with you and instruct them to avoid the
“abyss” of unreason and blasphemy against God. As well as we can,
we will briefly and clearly report the teaching of those who teach this
error at the present time — I mean Ptolemaeus and his followers,
whose doctrine is the “flower” of the school of Valentinus;? and we
will set it forth briefly and plainly, and in accord with our moderate §
ability will provide opportunmes to refute them, showing that their 3
statements are absurd, inconsistent, and discordant with the truth, ;
We are not accustomed to writing nor have we studied the art of

thetoric, but love encourages us to show you and all with you things #
thus far hidden but now by God’s grace brought to light. “For there %

is nothing hidden that will not be revealed, nor secret that will not be
known” (Matt.10:26).
Pr.3 You will not expect from us, who live with the Celts and most
of the time use the language of barbarians, either the art of rhetoric
which we did not learn, or the skill of a writer which we have no
exercised, or elegance of language or persuasion which we do not
know. You may, however, accept with love what we have written for
you with love, simplicity, and truth, and without technique, and
yourself develop it, being more capable than we are. After receiving
“seeds” from us you will make what we have expressed to youina *
few words “bear fruit” abundantly, in the breadth of your spirit, and
will powerfully express to those with you what we have inadequately
told you. And in response to the request you once made when
seeking to learn their doctrine, we have zealously labored not only to -
show it to you but also to provide you with the means of proving it
false, and thus you will successfully serve others according to the
grace given you by the Lord, so that men may no longer be taken
captive by their persuasive talk. The following is their doctrine.
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The “Great Notice” of Ptolemaeus: Emanations

1.1 In the invisible and unnameable heights there was a perfect
Acon, prior to all. This Aeon is called Pre-Beginning and Pre-Father
and Abyss. Since he was incomprehensible and invisible, eternal and
unbegotten, he was in silence and in rest for unlimited ages. With him
was Thought, also called Grace and Silence. When this Abyss wanted

_ to emit a Beginning of all, he set it like a seed in the womb of his

companion Silence. When she received this seed she became pregnant
and generated Mind, similar and equal to the one who emitted him,
alone comprehending the greatness of the Father. This Mind they call
Only-Begotten and Father and Beginning of all; with him was
emitted Truth, to compose the first and primary, indeed Pythagorean
Tetrad: Abyss and Silence, then Mind and Truth.

This Only-Begotten, sensing the purpose for which he was emitted,
himself emitted Logos and Life, Father of all later than himself, and
the Beginning and Formation of the Pleroma. From Logos and Life
were emitted, by pairing, Man and Church, and this is the firstborn
Ogdoad, the root and substance of all, called by four names by them:
Abyss, Mind, Logos, and Man. Each of these is male-female: first the
Pre-Father united by pairing with his Thought, which they also call
Grace and Silence; then the Only-Begotten, that is, Mind, with Truth;
then Logos with Life; and Man with Church.

1.2 Then all these Aeons, emitted for the glory of the Father, desiring
in turn to glorify the Father by something of their own, made emis-
sions in pairs. Logos and Life, after emitting Man and Church, emitted
ten more acons, called Mythical and Mingling, Ageless and Union,
Self-Grown and Pleasure, Immovable and Compound, Only-
Begotten and Bliss. These are the ten Aeons emitted by Logos and Life.
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Man with Church emitted twelve Aeons, with the following names:
Paraclete and Faith, Paternal and Hope, Maternal and Love,
Everlasting and Understanding, Ecclesiastical and Blessedness,

Willed and Sophia (Wisdom).

The thirty Aeons of the Pleroma

1.3 These are the thirty Aeons of their error, enveloped in silence
and unknown. This is their invisible and spiritual Pleroma, with its

triple division into Ogdoad, Decad, and Dodecad. For this reason,

they say, the Savior (they refuse to call him Lord) spent thirty years
without doing anything in public (Luke 3:23), thus revealing the
mystery of these Aeons. Also the parable of the Laborers sent to the
Vineyard clearly signifies these thirty Aeons. Certain laborers were
hired at the first hour, others at the third, others at the sixth, others at
the ninth, others at the eleventh. Added together, these hours, 1+3+6
+9+11, give a total of thirty (Matt.20:1-7). And these are the greatand
wonderful hidden mysteries which they themselves “fructify,” not to
mention all the other words of the scriptures which they have been
able to adapt and assimilate to their fiction.

2.1 Thus, they say, their Pre-Father was known only to Only-
Begotten, that is, Mind, while being invisible and incomprehensible
to all the other Aeons. According to them, only Mind took pleasure
in seeing the Father and rejoiced in contemplating his immeasurable
greatness. He considered sharing with the other Aeons the greatness
of the Father, revealing his size and nature, and how he was without
beginning and uncontainable and not visible; but Silence kept him
from this by the will of the Father, for she wanted to bring all the
Aeons to the thought and the desire of searching for this Pre-Father.
And the rest of the Aeons similarly desired, with a desire more or less
quiet, to see the one who emitted their seed and to meet the root
without beginning.

The fall of Sophia

2.2 Butthelastand youngest Aeon of the Dodecad emitted by Man
and Church; that is, Sophia, leaped forth and experienced passion
outside the embrace of her consort Theletos. This passion had arisen
among the Aeons about Mind and Truth, but it was concentrated in
the Aeon Sophia, now altered by it. She was moved by love or auda-
cious yearning, because unlike Mind she did not have communion
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with the perfect Father. Her passion was a search for the Father, for
she wanted to comprehend his greatness. As she could not do so, for
it was impossible, she struggled violently because of the greatness of
the Abyss and its unsearchable character and her caring love for the
Father. As she always pressed on (Phil.3:13), she would finally have
been swallowed by his sweetness and dissolved in the universal
Substance if the Power which consolidates the Aeons and keeps them
outside the inexpressible Greatness had not met her. They call this
Power Limit. It stopped her and consolidated her; with difficulty she
returned to herself (Luke 15:17), now believed that the Father is
incomprehensible, and put off her previous Desire with its accom-
panying passion, now with wondering admiration.

2.3 Some of the heretics thus imagine the passion and conversion of
Sophia. Because she had undertaken something impossible and
incomprehensible, she gave birth to a shapeless substance such as a
woman normally produces. When she looked at it, first she was sad
because of the incomplete character of her offspring; next she feared
that it might disappear; then she was beside herself and confused,
secking the cause as well as the way in which she could hide what was

_ born. After experiencing these passions she accepted conversion and

tried to run back to the Father. In her weakness she supplicated the
Father, and the rest of the Aeons, especially Mind, asked along with
her. From all this, they say, the substance of matter took its origin,
from ignorance, sadness, fear, and perplexity.

2.4 The Father through Only-Begotten then further emitted Limit
in his own image, without a pair but male-female. Sometimes they
speak of the Father with his consort Silence, sometimes they make
him neither male nor female. To Limit they give the names Cross,
Redeemer, Emancipator, Delimiter, and Guide. By this Limit, they
say, Sophia was purified, consolidated, and restored to her consort.
When her Desire had been separated from her with its passion by
Limit, she remained within the Pleroma, but her Desire with its
inherent passion was separated, crucified, and expelled from the
Pleroma by Limit. Desire had a spiritual substance, since it was the
natural movement of an Aeon, but it was a formless and shapeless
substance because Sophia understood nothing, and therefore her
fruit was weak and female.

2.5 After Desire was banished from the Pleroma and her Mother was
reintegrated in her pair, Only-Begotten emitted another pair, in accor-
dance with the providence of the Father, so that none of the Aeons
might again experience such an emotion. These were Christ and Holy
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Spirit, emitted to fix and consolidate the Pleroma,to teach the incom-
prehensibility of the Father and the nature of spiritual “rest.”

Mysterious exegesis

3.1 [The Valentinian myth] was not clearly expressed in the scrip- 3
tures, since “not all understand” (Matt.19:11) their Gnosis, but was
indicated mysteriously by the Savior when he spoke in parables to
those able to understand in this way. The thirty Aeons were indicated
by the thirty years (Luke 3:23) when the Savior did nothing in public, 4§
and by the parable of the laborers in the vineyard (Matt.20:1-7). Paul
too, they say, frequently mentions Acons, even preserving their hier- E
archy when he says, “In all the Aeons of Aeons” (Eph.3:21). And we
ourselves allude to these Aeons, when in the Eucharist we refer to
“the Aeons of Aeons,” and wherever Aeon or Aeons are named they
want them to refer to those.

The Gnostic method

3.6 Thisis what they say about their Pleroma and the formation of
their Acons, eager to adapt things well said to things they have badly
invented. They try to draw their proof not only from the Gospelsand 3
the writings of the Apostle, changing the interpretations and twisting
the exegesis, but also from the law and the prophets. Since they
encounter many parables and allegories which can be taken in
various ways, they adjust what is ambiguous to their fiction through
exegesis and lead captive, far from the truth, those who do not
preserve a firm faith in one God the Father Almighty and in one Jesus 38
Christ the Son of God. ;

The salvation of the fallen Sophia

4.1 Shapeless, ugly Desire, also known as Achamoth, was los
below, but Christ extended himself to her through the Cross and
gave her shape as she suffered grief, fear, perplexity, and ignorance
though sometimes, oddly enough, she laughed. Christ then returned }
to the Pleroma but sent the Paraclete, the Savior, to her. 'The Savior 1
made it possible for her to shape three kinds of entities: material
(from her passion), psychic (from her conversion), and spiritual |
(from her essential nature). From the psychic nature she fashioned~
the Demiurge, who preserved the image of Only-Begotten and wa
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the maker of all psychic and material beings. He shaped seven
heavens, which are angels, and dwells above them. He thought he
made them, but Achamoth projected them first. In his ignorance he
thought he was alone.

Irenaean irony

4.3 Whatnow? Itis tragic to see each one pompously explaining the
passion and element from which matter derived its origin. I think
they are right when they do not want to teach this to everyone in
public, but only to those capable of providing substantial payments
for such great mysteries. For they do not speak of things like those
our Lord mentioned, “Freely you have received, freely give” (Matt.
10:8), but hidden, marvelous, and deep mysteries, discovered by the
immense labor of these lovers of lies. Who would not spend his
whole fortune to learn that from the tears of Desire, the Aeon in

assion, originated seas and springs and rivers and everything wet?
And from her laughter, light? And from her perplexity and anguish
the corporeal elements of the world? ’

44 Ttoowish to contribute to their “fruit-bearing.” For since I see

that some waters are sweet (springs, rivers, rains, etc.) while seawater
is salt, I realize that all these cannot come from the tears of
Achamoth, since the property of tears is salt. So it is evident that the

salty waters are the ones that come from tears. But I suppose that
Achamoth, being in agony and great hesitation, also sweated.
Thérefore according to their argumentation one must suppose that
springs and rivers and any other sweet waters originated from her
sweat. For it is not likely that since tears are of one property both salt

and sweet waters come from them. It is more likely that some are

from tears, others from sweat. But since in the world there are waters
both warm and acrid, you should understand what she was doing and
from what member she emitted these. “Fruits” of this kind are
entirely suited to their argument.

The three elements or classes

é.l There are three elements. One, material, which they also call

le.ft, ” will necessarily perish because incapable of receiving any breath
of_ imperishability; another, psychic, which they call “right,” is in the
middle between spiritual and material and will go where it makes a
turn; and the spiritual has been sent forth so that joined with the

63



AGAINST HERESIES

psychic it will receive formation, instructed with it during its life. This,
they say, is “salt” and “the light of the world” (Matt.5:13-14), The
psychic needed teaching for the senses. This is why, they say, the world

was made and why the Savior came to save this psychic element, since

it possessed free will. For, they say, he assumed the first fruits of What

he was going to save: from Achamoth, the spiritual; from the g:.

Demiurge he was clothed with the psychic Christ; finally, from the }
divine plan he was surrounded by a body possessing psychic substanCe
but prepared with ineffable skill to be visible, tangible, and capable of

suffering. He received nothing material, for the material is not capable 3
of being saved. The final consummation will take place when every- s
thing spiritual has been shaped and made perfect by Gnosis, that is, the
men who have perfect Gnosis about God and have been initiated into 3}

the mysteries of Achamoth. These men are themselves, they say.

Imperfect psychic Christians versus perfect Gnostics

6.2 On the other hand, the psychics are trained in psychic teaching,
those men who are made firm through works and mere faith and do
not have perfect Gnosis. These men, they say, are we who belong to
the church. That is why good behavior is necessary for us, and other-

wise we cannot be saved, but they are definitely saved not by works §
but because they are spiritual by nature. Just as what is material 3

cannot share in salvation, for it is not receptive of it, they say; so again
what is spiritual cannot undergo perishability, whatever acts it expe-
riences. For as gold deposited in mud does not lose its beauty but
preserves its own nature because mud cannot harm gold, so they
themselves, they say, no matter what material acts they experience,
cannot be harmed or lose the spiritual substance.

6.3 Therefore the “perfect” among them fearlessly perform all the
forbidden acts, of which the scriptures affirm that “those who
perform them will not inherit the kingdom of God” (Gal.5:21). They
eat foods indiscriminately and think they are in no way defiled by

them. They are the first to meet on every festival of the gentiles cele- !

brated in honor of the idols, so that some of them do not abstain from
the murderous spectacles of fights with wild beasts and gladiatorial
combats, hateful to God and men. Some are insatiable slaves of carnal
pleasures, and they say they pay the tribute of carnal to the carnal and
of the spiritual to the spiritual.

Some secretly corrupt the women who learn this doctrine from them,
as many of those persuaded by them have frequently confessed,
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Along with their other errors, after returning to the church of God.
Others, proceedmg openly and without shame, have become infatu-
ated with certain women and have stolen them from their husbands,
then married them. Still others after a chaste beginning, pretending to
Jive with women as with sisters, in time have been unveiled, when the
sister was made pregnant by the brother.

6.4 [They claim that] whoever is “in the world” (John 17:11) and
does not love a woman and unite with her does not come “from the
cruth” (18:37) and will not pass “into the truth” (16:13); but if he who
is “of the world” (8:23) unites with a woman, he will not pass into the
gruth because he has united with this woman with lust.

Three classes of human beings

7.5 There are also three classes of human beings: spiritual, psychic,
and material, after the fashion of Cain, Abel, and Seth, from whom
come the three natures, no longer in an individual but in the human
race. The material element will go to corruption. The psychic

_element, if it chooses the better, will repose in the place of the Middle;

but if it chooses the worse it will go to recover what it will have come
to resemble. As for the spiritual elements that Achamoth has sown
from then until now in just souls, after they have been instructed and
nourished there, for they were sent forth as very small, after being
judged worthy of “perfection” they will be given as brides (they say)
to the angels of the Savior, while their souls will eternally rest in the
Middle with the Demiurge. The souls themselves, they say, are subdi-
vided into two categories, those by nature good and those by nature
bad, and the good are those receptive of the seed while the others by
nature can never receive it in any way.

Gnostic exegesis

8.1 Such is their doctrine, which the prophets did not proclaim, the
Lord did not teach, and the apostles did not transmit. They boast that
they have known it more abundantly than anyone else. While citing
texts from unwritten sources and venturing to weave the proverbial
ropes out of sand, they try to adjust, in agreement with their state-
ments, sometimes parables of the Lord, sometimes prophetic
sayings, and sometimes apostolic words, so that their fiction may not
seem without witness. They contradict the order and the continuity
of the scriptures and, as best they can, dissolve the members of the
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truth. They transfer and transform, making one thing out of another, , ,
and thus lead many astray by the badly constructed phantom that ;3

they make out of the Lord’s words they adjust.

King into dog or fox

It is as if someone destroyed the figure of a man in the authentic
portrait of a king, carefully created by a skillful artist out of precious
stones, and rearranged the stones to make the image of a dog or fox,
declaring that this badly composed image is that good image of the
king made by the skillful artist. He shows the stones arranged by the
first artist for the image of the king but badly transferred by the later

one into the image of a dog, and by the appearance of the stones §

deceives the simple, that is, those ignorant of the king’s image, and
persuades them that this ugly image of a fox is the good image of a
king. In the same way these people compile old wives’ tales and then,

transferring sayings and words and parables, want to accommodate
the words of God to their fables.

Texts for events outside the Pleroma

8.2 Hereare the texts that they try to apply to the events outside the

Pleroma. The Lord, they say, came to his passion in the last times of *

the world to show the passion in the last of the Acons and to make

known by its end what the end of the production of Acons was. The

12-year-old girl, daughter of the ruler of the synagogue, whom the
Lord stood beside and raised from the dead (Luke 8:41-42), was a
figure of Achamoth, whom their extended Christ shaped and led to
understand the Light which had abandoned her. The Savior mani-
fested himself to her as she was outside the Pleroma in a state of abor-
tion, as Paul declared in his first letter to the Corinthians: “Last of all,
he appeared to me also as to an abortion” (1 Cor.15:8). This coming

to Achamoth by the Savior escorted by contemporaries is similarly -

revealed by Paul in the same letter: “A woman ought to have a veil on
her head because of the angels” (11:10). And Moses made known, by
covering his face with a veil (2 Cor.3:13), that when the Savior came
to her Achamoth put a veil on her face because of reverence. As for
the passions experienced by Achamoth, the Savior, they say, under-
went them. Thus when he cried out on the cross, “My God, my God,
why have you abandoned me?” (Matt.27:46), he revealed that Sophia
had been abandoned by the Light and stopped by Limit in her rush
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forward; he revealed her grief when he said, “How sad is my soul”
(Matt.26:38); her fear when he said, “Father, if possible let the cup
pass from me” (Matt.26:39); and her anguish similarly: “I do not
know what to say” (John 12:27).

8.3 The Lord, they teach, set forth the three races of men
(Matt.8:19—22 = Luke 9:57-62): the material in his response to the man
who said, “I will follow you,” when Jesus replied, “The Son of Man
has nowhere to lay his head”; and the psychic, in what he said to the
one who said, “I will follow you, but let me go and say goodbye to
those of my house.” The Lord replied, “No one who has put his hand
to the plow but looks back is fit for the kingdom of heaven” (Luke
9:61-62). This man was from the Middle, and so was the one who
confessed having achieved .the manifold duties of justice but then
refused to follow, overcome by wealth that kept him from becoming
perfect (Matt.19:16-22). They say this man was of the psychic race.
Finally, he indicated the spiritual when he said, “Let the dead bury
their dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God” (Matt.8:22
= Luke 9:60), and saying to Zacchaeus the tax-collector, “Hasten to
come down, for I must stay in your house today” (Luke 19:5). And
the parable of the leaven that a woman is said to have hidden in three

measures of meal (Matt.13:33 = Luke 13:20-21), shows forth the three

kinds of men. The woman is Sophia; the three measures of meal are the
three kinds of men, spiritual, psychic, earthly; and the meal itself is the
Savior. And Paul spoke plainly about earthly, psychics, and spirituals.
In one place, “As the earthly, so also the earthly ones” (1 Cor.15:48).
Again, “The psychic man does not receive the things of the Spirit,”
and again, “the spiritual examines all” (2:14-15). According to them,
“the psychic does not receive the things of the Spirit” refers to the
Demiurge, who being psychic knows neither the Mother, who is spir-
itual, nor her seed, nor the Aeons in the Pleroma. Paul further affirms
that the Savior received the first-fruits of what he was going to save:
“If the first-fruit is holy, so is the lump” (Rom.11:16). The first-fruit,
they teach, is the spiritual, and we are the lump, that is, the psychic
church, whose lump they say the Savior assumed and raised with him,
for he was the leaven.

8.4 That Achamoth wandered outside the Pleroma and was shaped
by Christ and sought by the Savior, they say he revealed when he said
he had come to the lost sheep (Matt.18:12-13; Luke 15:4-7). They
say the lost sheep is their Mother, from whom they claim the church
here below was sown. The wandering is its straying outside the
Pleroma, experiencing all the passions from which they say matter
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was made. The woman who cleans her house and finds alost drachmg
(Luke 15:8-10) they explain as the Sophia Above, who has lost her
Desire (Achamoth) and later, when everything has been purified by !
the coming of the Savior, will find it again, for, according to them, she
must be restored within the Pleroma. They say that “Symeon, who ;
took Christ in his arms and gave thanks to God and said, “Lord, now
let your servant depart in peace according to your word™” (Luke 2:29)
is a figure of the Demiurge, who at the Savior’s coming learned about
his change of abode and gave thanks to Abyss. As for the prophetess
Anna, who in the Gospel is said to have lived seven years with her &
husband and the rest of her life as a widow, until she saw the Savior,
recognized him, and spoke of him to all (2:36-38), she obviously 3
signifies Achamoth, who saw the Lord with his companions for a
moment and then remained in the Middle for the whole later period,
waiting for him to come back and establish her in her pair. The Savior
indicated her name when he said, “Sophia was justified by her chil- ;
dren” (7:35), as did Paul in these words, “We speak of Sophia among '

the perfect” (1 Cor.2:6). The say that Paul also spoke of the pairs
within the Pleroma when he spoke plainly about one such pair:

speaking of the marriage that is in this life, he wrote, “This mystery is

great, but I speak of Christ and Church” (Eph.5:32).

Exegesis of the Prologue of John’s Gospel

8.5 They also teach that John the Lord’s disciple pointed to the first :
Ogdoad and the generation of all and they speak thus. He set forth &%
the “Beginning,” first made by God, also called “Son” and “Only- %
Begotten God,” in whom the Father emitted everything in seminal

fashion. By this Beginning, says John, was emitted the Logos and, in
him, the whole substance of the Aeons, which the Logos himself later
fashioned. Since John is speaking of the first genesis, he rightly starts
his teaching with the Beginning or Son and by the Logos. He speaks
thus: “In the Beginning was the Logos, and the Logos was toward
God, and the Logos was God; this Logos was in the Beginning,
toward God.” First he differentiates three terms: God, Beginning,
Logos; then he unites them, in order to show not only the emission of
both Son and Logos but also the unity between them and with the
Father. For in the Father and from the Father is the Beginning, and in
the Beginning and from the Beginning is the Logos. Therefore John
well said: “In the Beginning was the Logos.” The Logos was in factin
the Son. “And the Logos was toward God.” For that was the
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Beginning. “And the Logos was God.” Just so, since what is born of
God is God. “This Logos was in the Beginning toward God.” He
reveals the sequence of emissions. “Everything was made by him,
and without him nothing was made.” In fact, for all the Aeons after
him the Logos was the cause of formation and generation. But John
continues, “What was made in him is Life.” He thus points to a pair,
for he says that everything was made through him, but “Life,” in him.
This, made in him, is closer to him than what was only made through
him; it is united to him and bears fruit through him. Since John
continues, “And the Life was the Light of Men,” by saying “Men” he
speaks of “Church” so that through one name he may set forth the
communion of the pair; for from Logos and Life proceed Man and
Church. John calls Life “the Light of Men” because they have been
illuminated by it, that is, formed and made manifest. This is also what
Paul says: “Everything made manifest is Light” (Eph.5:13). Therefore
since Life manifested and generated Man and Church it is called their
Light. By these words John clearly showed, among other things, the
Second Tetrad: Logos and Life, Man and Church. He also indicated
the First Tetrad. For speaking of the Savior, and saying that every-
thing outside the Pleroma was formed by him, he says at the same
time that this Savior is the fruit of the whole Pleroma. He calls him
Light that shines in the darknesses and has not been seized by them

_ because though it formed all the products of the passion it was

ignored by them. This Savior John further calls Son and Truth and
Life and Incarnate Logos. “We have seen his glory,” he says, “glory as
of the Only-Begotten, given him by his Father, full of Grace and
Truth.” And he says, “And the Logos became incarnate and dwelt
among us and we saw his glory, glory as of the Only-Begotten from
the Father, full of Grace and Truth” (1:14). So John carefully sets
forth the First Tetrad, naming Father and Grace and Only-Begotten
and Truth. Thus he spoke of the First Ogdoad, the Mother of all the
Acons, for he named Father and Grace, Only-Begotten and Truth,
Logos and Life, Man and Church. This is what Ptolemaeus said.

A parallel in Homeric study

9.4 After collecting scattered texts and names they transfer them, as
we said before, out of their natural meaning to a meaning contrary to
nature, acting like those who propose random hypotheses for them-
selves and try to treat them from the Homeric verses, so that the
untutored may suppose that Homer composed verses on this
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completely novel subject and that many readers may be led astray, ‘'
through the well-ordered sequence of the verses, to ask if Homer 3R

wrote them. Here is how, with verses from Homer, one could

describe Heracles as sent by Eurystheus to the dog in Hades. #8§
Nothing keeps us from using such an example, since it involves the 2§

same argument in both cases.

Having thus spoken, he left groaning deeply (Od.10.76)
The noble Heracles, witness of great deeds (0d.21:26);
Eurystheus, born of Sthenelos the Perseid (7/.19.123),

To lead from Erebos the dog of cruel Hades (71.8.368).

He left, like a fierce lion fed in mountains (Od.6.130),
Through mid-city; his friends at once parted (71.24.327).
Old men and boys and unmarried girls (Od.11.38),
Uttering laments as if he walked toward death (11.24.328).
Hermes went with him, and grey-eyed Pallas (Od.11.626),
For he knew what grief agitated his brother (71.2.409).

What simpleton would be taken in by these verses to suppose that
Homer composed them in this way? One who knows his Homer will
recognize the verses but not the subject matter. He knows that one of
the verses deals with Odysseus, another with Heracles, another with
Priam, another with Menelaos and Agamemnon. If anyone takes
these verses and restores them to their original setting, he will make
the system disappear. And thus whoever keeps the rule of truth,
which he received through baptism, unchanged within himself,

knows these names, phrases, and parables from the scriptures but

does not recognize their blasphemous system. If he recognizes the
stones [of the mosaic] he will not take the fox for the royal image.
Setting each word in its context and adjusting it to the body of truth,
he will strip it of their fiction and show their inconsistency.

The uniform faith of the church

10.1 'The church, dispersed throughout the world to the ends of the
earth, received from the apostles and their disciples the faith in one
God the Father Almighty, “who made heaven and earth and sea and
all that is in them” (Exo0d.20:11), and in one Christ Jesus, the Son of
God, incarnate for our salvation, and in the Holy Spirit, who through
the prophets predicted the dispensations of God: the coming, the
birth from the Virgin, the passion, the resurrection from the dead,
and the ascension of the beloved Jesus Christ our Lord in the flesh
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into the heavens, and his coming from the heavens in the glory of the
Father to “recapitulate all things” (Eph.1:10) and raise up all flesh of
the human race, so that to Christ Jesus our Lord and God and Savior
and King, according to the good pleasure of the invisible Father,
«every knee should bow, of beings in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and that every tongue should confess him” (Phil.2:10-11),
and that he should render a just judgement on all and send to eternal
fire the spiritual powers of iniquity, the lying and apostate angels, and
men who are impious, unjust, iniquitous, and blasphemous, while on
the contrary he should give life imperishable as a reward to the just
and equitable who keep his commandments and persevere in his love
(some from the beginning, others since their conversion), and
surround it with eternal glory.

10.2 The church, having received this preaching and this faith, as we
have just said, though dispersed in the whole world, diligently guards
them as living in one house, believes them as having one soul and one
heart (Acts 4:32), and consistently preaches, teaches, and hands them
down as having one mouth. For if the languages in the world are
dissimilar, the power of the tradition is one and the same. The
churches founded in Germany believe and hand down no differently,
nor do those among the Iberians, among the Celts, in the Orient, in
Egypt, or in Libya, or those established in the middle of the world.
Asthe sun, God’s creature, is one and the same in the whole world, so
the light, the preaching of truth, shines everywhere and illuminates
all men who wish to come to the knowledge of truth. And none of the
rulers of the churches, however gifted he may be in eloquence, will
say anything different - for no one is above the Master (Matt.10:24) —
nor will one weak in speech damage the tradition. Since the faith is
one and the same, he who can say much about it does notadd to it nor
does he who says little diminish it.

What theological method can and cannot do

10.3 The fact that some people know more or less by insight does
not result in changing the subject (bypothesis) and falsely imagining a
God other than the Creator, Maker, and Sustainer of this universe, as
if he were not sufficient for us, or another Christ or another Only .
Son. But knowledge lies in (a) the more complete investigation of
everything said in parables and its adaptation to the argument of
truth; (b) telling in detail the action and plan of God for humanity; (c)
setting forth God’s long-suffering toward the apostasy of the rebellious
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angels as well as the disobedience of men; (d) stating why one and the
same God made some things temporal, others eternal, some celestial,
others earthly; (e) understanding why God, being invisible, appeared -
to the prophets, not in one form but variously; (f) indicating why
many covenants were handed down to the human race, and teaching -
the character of each one; (g) investigating why “God consigned a]]
things to unbelief that he might have mercy on all” (Rom.11:32); (h)
giving thanks for why “the Word” of God “became incarnate” (John
1:14) and suffered; (i) proclaiming why the advent of the Son of God
took place in the last times, that is, why the Beginning appeared at the
end; (j) investigating whatever is contained in the scriptures about the
end and things to come; (k) not being silent about why, when the
gentiles were without hope, God made them joint heirs incorporate, -
sharers with the saints (Eph.3:6); (l) announcing how “this mortal
flesh will put on immortality and this perishable, imperishability”
(1 Cor.15:54); (m) proclaiming how “the not-people became a people
and the non-beloved beloved” (FHos.2:25) and how “the children of
the one abandoned have become more than the children of her who
had a husband” (Gal.4:27).

On these matters and others like them the Apostle shouted, “Oh, the

depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How ’

inscrutable are his judgements and his ways cannot be investigated” 8
(Rom.11:33). He did not imagine or blaspheme that above the

Creator and Demiurge there is a ‘Mother’ of him and of them, the
Desire of an Aeon that went astray, nor did he falsely state that above
her is a Pleroma which would contain sometimes thirty Aeons,.
sometimes inmumerable multitudes of Aeons. Thus these masters,
truly destitute of divine understanding, express themselves, while the
whole church has one and the same faith in all the world, as we have
said.

Varieties of systems after Valentinus

11.1 Let us now look at their unstable teaching and how, when &8
there are two or three of them, they not only do not make the same ¢

statements about the same things but give contradictory answers in
content and expression alike. The first among them, Valentinus,
transferred the older doctrines from what is called the “Gnostic” sect
and adapted them for his own school. He stated that there is an inef-
fable Duality consisting of the Inexpressible and Silence. Later this

Duality emitted a second Duality, Father and Truth. This Tetrad bore
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as fruit Logos and Life, Man and Church, thus constituting the first
Ogdoad. From Logos and Life ten powers were emitted, as we have
said; from Man and Church were emitted twelve, one of which,
Jeaving (the Pleroma) and falling into distress, made the rest of the
creation. He has two Limits: one, between the Abyss and the
Pleroma, separates the generated Aeons from the uncreated Father,
while the other separates their Mother from the Pleroma. The Christ
was not emitted by the Aeons of the Pleroma, but was borne by the
Mother, when she was outside it, according to the memory she had of
the powers above, though with a certain shadow. As this Christ was
masculine, he cut off the shadow from himself and returned to the
Pleroma. Then the Mother, abandoned with the shadow and emptied
of spiritual substance, emitted another son: this is the Demiurge,
omnipotent master of those beneath him. Along with him was
emitted an Archon of the left, as in the system of the falsely called
“Gnostics.”

Jesus was sometimes said to be emitted by Theletos, the Aeon sepa-
rated from their Mother and united with the others, sometimes by
Christ, who ran upward again into the Pleroma, and sometimes by
Man and Church. And the Holy Spirit was emitted by Truth for
testing and fructifying the Acons; it enters them invisibly, and by it
the Aeons fructify the plants of Truth. Such is the doctrine of
Valentinus.

11.2  Secundus teaches that the first Ogdoad includes a Tetrad of the
right and a Tetrad of the left, and light and darkness; the Aeon that
left the Pleroma and fell into distress did not come from the thirty but
from their fruits.

Fantastic language

11.3  Another, a famous teacher of theirs, “stretches out” toward a
Gnosis higher and more Gnostic and describes the first Tetrad thus:
There exists before everything a pre-unintelligible Pre-principle
which I call Unicity. With this Unicity there coexists a Power which I
call Unity. This Unity and this Unicity, being one, emitted without
emitting a Beginning of all things, intelligible unengendered and
invisible, the Beginning which language calls Monad. With this
Monad coexists a Power of the same substance (homoousios), which I
call One. These Powers, Unicity, Unity, Monad, and One, emitted
the rest of the Aeons.

114  Iou iou! Pheu pheu! This exclamation of tragedy ought to be
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expressed over such a fabrication of names and such great audacity a5 §
he shamelessly gives names to his lying inventions. For when he says,
“There exists before everything a pre-unintelligible Pre-principle '3
which I call Unicity” and “With this Unicity there coexists a Power
which I call Unity,” he admits clearly that whatever he has said is
fiction and that he imposes on the fiction names that no one one else
ever set. Without his boldness, today the “truth” would not have 5
name, according to them.

God is not like any of this

122 Do not these people seem to you, O beloved, to have envisioned
the Homeric Zeus, sleepless because of cares, worried about how to
honor Achilles and destroy a multitude of Greeks (Iliad 2.1-4), ratl}er
than the Lord of all? He is the one who considered doing somethmg
and at the same time accomplished what he considered; at the same
time he willed and considered what he willed, and thinks when he wills
and wills when he thinks, since he is all Thought, a.ll Will, all Mind, all
It deserves parody Light, all Eye, all Hearing, the source of all good things.

But then, nothing keeps another who writes on the same subject from
defining the terms thus: There exists a certain royal Pre-principle,
pre-unintelligible, pre-insubstantial and pre-prerotund, which I call .
Gourd. With this Gourd there coexists a Power which 1 call '§
Supervacuity. This Gourd and this Supervacuity, being one, emitted . §
without emitting a Fruit visible in all its parts, edible and sweet,
which language calls Cucumber. With this Cucumber there is a .
Power of the same substance, which I call Melon. These Powers, -
Gourd and Supervacuity and Cucumber and Melon, emitted the
whole multitude of Valentinus® delirious Melons. For if one must
accommodate ordinary language to the first Tetrad and if each one"
chooses the terms he wants, who would keep him from using thes
last terms, much more worthy of credence, in ordinary usage, and .
known by all? '

Mark the Valentinian magician

131 Another among them, named Mark, boasts that he is the
corrector of the master. This man, highly skilled in magic tricks,
through which he leads many men and not a few women astray to be
converted to himself as to the most Gnostic and most perfect, and
- possessing the greatest power from the invisible and il_leffable
regions, is a true forerunner of the Antichrist. He co.m.bmes th_e
games of Anaxilaos with the wickedness of so-called magicians and is
therefore considered a miracle-worker among those who have no
sense or are demented.

Marcosian Eucharist, prophecy, and bridal chamber

132 Pretending to celebrate the Eucharist with a chalice of wine
mixed with water, and prolonging the prayer of invocation, he makes
the cup appear purple and red so that the Grace from the regions above
all may be supposed to distill its blood in his chalice through his invo-
cation, while those present experience a strong desire to taste from that
cup so that in them too may flow what the magician calls Grace. Again,
giving women mixed chalices he orders them to give thanks in his pres-
ence. That done, he brings forward another chalice, much greater than
the one in which that woman led astray makes eucharist and, pouring
from the smaller one made eucharist by the woman into the much
larger one brought by him, straightway says this: '

Further ridiculous examples

11.5 Others among them again have given the first and prima
Ogdoad the following names: first the Pre-beginning, then the-
Unintelligible; third the Inexpressible, fourth the Invisible. From the
Pre-beginning was emitted, in the first and fifth place, the Beginning; .
from the Unintelligible was emitted, in the second and sixth place, the ;
Incomprehensible; from the Inexpressible was emitted, in the third and
seventh place, the Unnameable; from the Invisible was emitted, in th
fourth and eighth place, the Unengendered, with which the first:
Ogdoad is completed. These Powers pretended that they existed before .
Abyss and Silence, in order to appear more perfect than the “perfect,””
more Gnostic than the Gnostics. One could rightly say to them, “Poor
melons, who are vile sophists and not men” (cf. Iliad 2.235).

May that incomprehensible and ineffable Grace which is before
all things fill your inner man (Eph.3:16) and multiply its Gnosis
in you, sowing the grain of mustard seed in good earth
(Matt.13:31,8).
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Saying such things and driving that unhappy woman mad, he shows

forth marvels when the larger chalice is filled from the smaller one 1

and overflows. And by other similar marvels he has led many astray
and dragged them behind him.

13.3 He probably has an attendant demon through which he gives
the impression of prophesying and makes those women he deems
worthy prophesy too. For he busies himself especially with women,
the most elegant and richest, who wear robes with purple borders.*
As he tries to seduce them he often says in flattery:

I want you to share in my Grace, since the Father of all always
sees your angel before his face (Matt.18:10). The place of
Greatness is in us; we must establish ourselves in the One. Take
Grace firstfrom me and through me. Beautify yourself as a bride
recetving her bridegroom (Rev.21:2), so that you may be what I
am and I what you are. Establish in your bridechamber the seed
of light. Take from me the bridegroom and receive him and be

received in him. Behold, Grace has come upon you. Open your
mouth and prophesy.

The woman replies thus: “I have never prophesied and I do not know
how to prophesy.” He makes invocations again to stupefy the one
being seduced and says to her, “Open your mouth and say anything,
and you will prophesy.” Bewitched and bewildered by these words, her
soul s set on fire by the idea that she will prophesy, and her heart
pounds much harder than it should. She grows daring and speaks
delirious words and whatever comes to mind, foolishly and boldly, in
the heat of the empty spirit. (A better teacher than we are has said of
such people, “A soul warmed by empty air is audacious and shame-
less.”) From that moment she considers herself a prophetess. She gives
thanks to Mark for sharing his Grace with her. She tries to repay him
not only by the gift of her property — thus he has collected a great
amount of wealth — but also by sharing her person in her desire to be
united with him in everything so as to descend with him into the One.
13.4 He also tried to lead astray some of the most faithful women
who possess the fear of God and cannot be seduced, by ordering
them to prophesy, but they hissed at him and anathematized him and
separated from such a detestable group. They knew that prophecy is
notgiven to mankind by Mark the magician, but those on whom God
has sent his grace from on high have prophecy given by God and
speak where and when God wishes, not when Mark orders. The one
who gives orders is greater and more powerful than the one ordered;
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one is chief, the other is a subordinate. If thCI.l Mark or someone else
.ves orders, as all these people do in their banquets, playing at
%racles, ordering one another to prophesy, a'nd predicting according
to their lusts, the one who gives orders Wlll‘ be greater and énohr.e
owerful than the prophetic Spirit, though he is only a man; and t 1;
})s impossible. But the spirits who are ordered by such people and
speak when they desire it are feeble and powerless but bo(lid an
impudent, sent by Satan to seduce‘ and destroy tho.se Who ho no}i
frmly keep the faith they have received from the beginning throug
tl};?SChl'lIl"li}el same Mark uses philtres aqd charms, if' not v&fith all Wotr)nerli
at least with some, so as to be able to dishonor their bodies. Onc;:,i ac
in the church they have confessed that they were dt?ﬁled by him 1r}
their bodies and that they felt a violent passion for him. A dea}ci{l ?1 -
ours in Asia let Mark into his home, bi.lt fel% into a disaster of this kin l:
his wife was beautiful and, corrupted in spirit and body by that fgnaigll—
cian, followed him for a long time. When the brethren were finally
able to bring her back with great effort, §he spent all her F1mf in peni-
tence, weeping and bewailing her seduction by the magician.
13.6 And his disciples, wandering about in the same c1rcumsta1;ces
and seducing and corrupting many women, call themselves
«perfect,” as if no one can equal the greatness of their knowledge, Eot
even if you should mention Paul or Peter or some other apostles, but
they know more than all of them and alone have drunk the gr(;flt.niss
of the knowledge of the inexpressible Power. They are on the 'eLg t,
above every Power; therefore they can do everything freely w1thout
any fear. Because of “redemption” they have become incompre }elrn—
sible and invisible to the Judge. If anyone should arrest them, El ?y
stand before him, protected by “redemption,” and say these words:

O Assistant of God and of the mystical Silence prior to the
Aeons, you are the one through whom the Magmt.udes who
forever see the face of the Father (cf. Matt.18:10_), using you as
their leader and guide, draw their forms on high. That truly
+udacious Female fantasized because of the goodness of the
Propator [the Abyss] and emitted these forms, none other t'h‘an
ourselves, as images of the Magnitudes, for she had the real}nes
above present to her spirit as in a dream. Now the Judge is at
hand and the herald orders me to make my defence. Do you,
who know the nature of both of us, present to the judge the
justification of our two cases as one.

77



AGAINST HERESIES

When she hears these words the Mother covers them at once with the
Homeric cap of Hades so that, becoming invisible (/liad 5.845) they
may escape from the Judge, and she immediately takes them into the
bridal chamber and gives them to their spouses.
13.7 By saying and doing such things, even in our regions of the
Rhéne they have seduced a great number of women, who have their
consciences cauterized (1 Tim.4:2) and some even confess publicly,
while others importunately withdraw in silence, giving up hope for
the life of God; while some have apostatized completely and others
remain in suspense between the two, as the proverb puts it “being

neither inside nor outside” and having the fruit of the seed of the sons
of “knowledge.”

Mark’s revelation of origins

14.1 'This Mark, who says that as the Only Son he was the womb
and receptacle of the Silence of Colorbasus, sent into the world the
seed deposited in him. The Tetrad from the highest invisible ineffable
places came down to him in feminine form, since, he said, the world
could not endure the masculine element she possesses, and she
showed him who she was and told him alone the genesis of every-
thing, which she had not revealed to any gods or men. She said this:

When the Father who has no Father, inconceivable and insub-
stantial, neither male nor female, first wanted his ineffable
element to be expressed and what was invisible in him to receive
form, he opened his mouth and brought forth a Word like
himself. This Word, staying with him, showed him what he was,
appearing as the Form of the invisible. The enunciation of the
Name took place thus: The Father spoke the first word of his
Name, which was the Beginning, and it was one syllable with
four elements; he added a second syllable, which likewise
contained four elements; then he spoke the third, of ten
elements; finally he pronounced the last, of twelve elements.
Thus the enunciation of the Name was of thirty elements and
four syllables. Each element has its own letters, its own charac-
ter, its own resonance, and figures and images. None among
them sees the form of which it is an element. They are not only
ignorant of that, but each element does not know even the reso-
nance of its neighbor but imagines that all its own resonance
expresses the Whole. For each of them, being only a part of the
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Whole, calls its own sound as if it were all, and does not stop
resounding until they come in sequence to the last letter of the
last element.Then (says the Tetrad) the restitution of all things
will take place, when all things are conver.ted into one letter and
the same resonance, of which there is an image when we f:\ll say
« Amen.” These are the sounds which form the 1nsuk3‘stant1al and
ungenerated Acon, the forms which the Lord called “angels who
forever see the face of the Father” (Matt.18:10).

14.3 After this exposition the Tetrad said:

[ wish to show you the Truth herself, for I have made her come
down from the higher abodes so that you may look upon her
bare and contemplate her beauty, and also hear her s.peal'nng and
marvel at her wisdom. See at the top her head, which is Alpha
and Omega, her neck Beta and Psi, her sho.ulders a.nd hands
Gamma and Chi, her chest Delta and Phi, her diaphragm
Epsilon and Upsilon, her back Zeta and Tau, her bell}'r Etaand
Sigma, her thighs Theta and Rho, her knees Iota apd Pi, her legs
Kappa and Omicron, her ankles Lambda and Xi, her feet Mu

and Nu.

This, according to the magician, is “the body of Truth, the scheme of
the Element, the character of the Letter.” He calls th&? El‘ement Man,
and says he is the source of every w9rd and the beginning of. every
voice, the expression of the Inexpressible, the mouth of silent S}lence.
« And this is his body. But as for you, follow the Tetrad, raisc the
thoughts of your spirit higher and hear the Logos, generator of itself
iver of the Father.” .
EllﬁileThe Girst heaven sounds Alpha, the next Epsilon, the third Eta,
the fourth (in the middle of the seven) has the power of Tota, the fifth
Omicron, the sixth, Upsilon, and the seventh (the fourth from the
middle), Omega. All the Powers, mutually. embracing, sound forth
and glorify the one by whom they were emitted, and t.he glo'ry of.the
sound is sent forth to the Forefather. The sound of this glorlﬁcaFlon,
carried to the earth, became the fashioner and generator of whatison
earth. . .
148 He provides proof of this by citing newborn infants, whose
soul, recently arrived from the womb, makes heard the sound of each
of the vowels. As, then, the seven Powers glorify the Logos, so the
soul of infants by lamenting and moaning gloriﬁes Mark himself.
This is why David said, “Out of the mouth of infants and those at the
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breast you have perfected praise” (Ps.8:1-2), and again, “The heavens

declare the glory of God” (Ps.19:1). And therefore when the soul
finds itself in sufferings and calamities for its purification, it says “O”
as a sign of praise so that the soul above, recognizing its cognate, may
send down help to it.
15.1 Mark uses the following names, expressing them seriously and
with faith: Ineffable and Silence, Father and Truth. Of this Tetrad the
whole number of letters is twenty-four, for Ineffable (Arretos)
contains seven letters, Silence (Seige) five and Father (Pater) five and
Truth (Aletheia) seven; all these letters added together, five twice and
seven twice, reach the total of twenty-four. So also the second Tetrad,
that is Logos and Life (Zoe), Man (Anthropos) and Church
(Ekklesia), presents the same number of letters. The expressible name
of the Savior, that is, Jesus (Zesous) is of six letters, but his inexpress-
ible name is of twenty-four letters. “Son Christ” (Uios Xreistos) is of
twelve letters, but what is inexpressible in Christ is of thirty letters.
This is why Mark says he is Alpha and Omega, to show forth the
dove (peristera), since the bird has this number.
15.3 From the Tetrad came forth the Aeons; in this Tetrad were Man
and Church, Logos and Life. From these four Aeons, says Mark,
emanated the “powers” which generated the Jesus who appeared on
earth. The angel Gabriel took the place of the Logos, the Holy Spirit
that of Life, the “power of the Most High” that of Man, and finally the
Virgin took the place of Church. Thus according to Mark the man of
the divine plan was generated by Mary; at his passage through the
womb the Father of all chose him through the Logos for the knowl-
edge of himself. When he came to the water there came down on him
as a dove the one who ran back upward and completed the number
twelve, and in him was found the seed of those sown with him and
they came down and went up with him. This “power” that came
down thus, according to Mark, was the seed of the Father, the seed.
which contained the Father, the Son, the ineffable “power” of Silence,
known only by these, and all the Aeons. That is the Spirit which spoke
by the mouth of Jesus, declaring himself the Son of Man and mani-
festing the Father, after having come down upon Jesus and being
united with him. The Savior from the divine plan destroyed death, he
says, and made known his Father, Christ. Jesus is the name of the man
from the divine plan: he was in the likeness and image of the Man who
was to come down in him. When he received him, he had in himself
the very Man and the very Logos and the Father and the Ineffable, as
well as Silence, Truth, Church, and Life.
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Marlk’s mysticism and the history of the alphabet

¢ goes beyond the “Iou Tou and l?heu Pheu,” and every

gi:tar ;I)'(};?arrglation o}; grief in tragedy. Who, 1r.1deed,f vs}rlou%d n}cl)tnllljéz
1 evil inventor of such lies when seeing the idol o >t e Trut
l{) Mark and branded with the letters of the alphabet? i
Icyis only recently (as they say, “yesterday or the day before”) th aitl he
Greeks received an alphabet of sixteen Jetters from Cadmus; wit th'e

arssage of time they discovered the aspirate'd consonants ['II')helzta, Pd el;
Chi] and the double consongnots [Zet;,T)}(l1, Pfsﬂ. iérflilgrau :hzr?:ook

Etaand Omega]. L heretore .

a(%deedatr};li)lr?gn tthO(Z‘fZlEs Truth did n(g)t exist, for its body, according to
P;i Mark, is later than Cadmus and his predecessors, later than tl}llose
whc; added the other letters, and later than yourself, forlyc;u al%nfi ave
brought down the one whom you call Truth to the level of anidol.

The absurdity of the Marcosian system

i ive Silence, which speaks the
5 Who will endure your talkat.lvc <,
;fleffable Aecon, describes the indescrlbabli, cle:ilms .thaa he \)“Vrh(zi’ Z;);}
hape opened his mouth and emitted a Worc, a3
sy e b oingco f 2d that this Word, like him
he were a living being composed of parts, an is o, e ere
stted it and forms the Invisible, is composed o ty
l}aolex?r syllables? So because of his resemblance to the Logos, the

Father of all, as you say, has thirty letters and four syllables.

Furthermore, who will endure your enclosing in arrangen}llent.s ar}lld
qumbers — thirty, twenty-four, or only six — the one wdo 1sht e
Creator and Demiurge and Maker of all, the Wor(tii Of{ Go tflvagf(i
1 ; ce

t up into four syllables and thirty letters; and recu :
Z?gl(l:uwll?; made firm the heavens, into the nur'nber 888 (as y0111 did
for tl,le alphabet); and subdivide the FatherT hlrn;e:lcfS vghoderlljcezzzs
i i 0a s

thing and is enclosed by no one, into letrad, g , D

Zilr}],)oilegcad, by such multiplications describing what you say 18 thlel

ineffable and inconceivable nature of the Father? The one you ca

nsubstantial, you fabricate his substance out of

incorporeal and i lying Dacdalus

many letters engendered the ones out of the others, ying Dacta. o
that you are and an evil maker of -th.e.supr.eme Power. Yo ubdide
this substance that you call ind1v1s1'ble into mute consor;l s and
vowels and semi-vowels, falsely att.rlbut.mg the mutes to 1;1 e athe

and his Thought; you thus have driven into the deepest blasphemy

and greatest impiety all who believe you.
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15.6 Therefore it was just an.

the divin
you:

Idol-maker and observer of monsters,

Skil

Through which you confirm your false teachings,
Showing signs to those deceived by you,

The

Which your father Satan always supplies to you,

Toa

When he has you as forerunner of impiety toward God.

These are

setforth the rest of their mysteries b

bring fort

16.3 Wh,

adhere to

condemned (Tit.3:11). Paul orders us to “avoid them after a first and 3
second warning” (Tit.3:10). John the Lord’s disciple condemned -}
them still more severely, desiring us not even to greet them: “He who
greets them participates in their evil works” (2John 11). And rightly,
for “there is no greeting for the impious, says the Lord” (Is.48:22).

Impious beyond all impiety are these who say that the Creator of
heaven and earth, the only almighty God

other God

another deficiency, so that according to them he would be the

product of
this notion,

delight in their discoveries, the more we shall know that they are

agitated by
into deliriu

AGAINST HERESIES
The old herald of truth denounced Mark

d appropriate for your audacity thay

ely inspired old man, the herald of truth, cried out againg; :

led in astrological and magical art, .

workings of the apostate power,

chieve through the power of the angel Azazel,

the words of the old man dear to God. But we shall try to

riefly, since they are lengthy, and i ‘
h what has been long hidden into the light. For thus it wil]
be easy for them to be refuted by all. .

Biblical summary on Mark’s theology

en you read all this, beloved, I know well that you will :
laugh hard at their pretentious foolishness. They are worthy of pity
when they substitute the alphabet and the cold and artificial numbers 7
for so great a religion, the greatness of the truly ineffable Power, and
the great dispensations of God. All who separate from the church and

these “old wives’ tales” (1 Tim.4:7) are truly seli-

above whom there is no
, was emitted from a deficiency that proceeded from

a third deficiency. Rightly rejecting and anathematizing
we must flee far from them and, the more they affirm and

the most evil spirits of the Ogdoad. When sick people fall
m, the more they laugh and believe themselves healthy
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erything as if they were well or more than well, t.he sicker
a}rlld ic;afﬁ’y a};e. Sog itis withythese people: the more the}_r believe they
t e}; lofty thoughts and break down with bow-strm.g. strchhed
e tautly, the more unhealthy they are. The unclean spirit of igno-
o e com,es forth and frees them not for God but for Worldly. ques-
r':mcs and it proceeds to take with it seven other spirits more _ev11 than
Flo;jf, (Matt.12:43-45), and infatuates their thought to_beheve that
gfey can discover what is above God, and after preparing t%iem. fpr
their ruin deposits the Ogdoad [= 7 + 1] of the madness of evil spirits

in them.

The heavens declare the glory of Gnosis

I wish to show you further how, according to them, the
(1:r7<;:ttion itself would have been made 'througl'l the Mc.»ther aftlerdthe
image of invisible things by the Demiurge without his kno.w edge.
First, they say, the four elements, .ﬁre, earth, water and air, were
produced as an image of the superior Tetrad. Adding their oplel:ra—
tions, hot, cold, wet, dry, exactly portrays tl.le Ogdoad. Then t }fre
are ten powers: first the seven spherical bodies called heawenii t En
the circle containing them, called the e.1ghth heaven, and finally ¢ e;
sun and the moon. Since these are ten in nu.mber they are 1m'ag.esdc'>
the invisible Decad emitted by Logos and Life. Thfa Dodecad is 13 di-
cated by the circle called zodiac, for the twelve signs of the zfo anc
most plainly indicate, asif in a picture, the quecad, daughtcnlt1 0 a(ril
and Church. And since the highest heaven is opposed to the rapld
movement of all the stars, weighing them down with its mass al’}ll
counterbalancing their speed by its slowness, so as to complete the
whole cycle from sign to sign in thirty years, they say that theilea}\lI.en
is an image of Limit, which envelops their Mothex" Wh9 bears the thir-
tieth name. In turn, the moon, circling its heaven in thirty days,.51g'm-
fies the number of aeons through the thirtY.da'ys. The sun, finishing
its circular revolution in twelve months, signifies the Dodecad by
these twelve months. The days too, measured. by twelve hours, are
the image of the invisible Dodecad. The hour 1ts.elf, the twelftliupart
of the day, is divided into thirty degrees to be an image of Fhe T rty.
The circle of the zodiac thus contains 360 degrees, eacl_l sign hav1?lg
thirty parts, and thus by the circle is preserved the image of }: e
conjunction of the number twelve with the pumber thlrty. Furt. er,
the earth is divided into twelve zones, and in each zone it receives
straight down from the heavens a particular “power” and generates
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children like that power which has sent down its emanation. Thus,

they say, the earth is a most obvious figure of the Dodecad and itg
children.

Humanity an image of the Pleroma

18.1 Modeled after the Power from above, man has within him ,

sight, hearing, smelling, taste. The Ogdoad is signified in man because
he has two ears, two eyes, two nostrils, and dual tasting for bitter and
sweet. Thus, they teach, the whole man is the complete image of the
Thirty: in his hands, by his ten fingers, he bears the Decad, in his whole
body, divided into twelve members, the Dodecad (they divide the body
as they divide the body of Truth, mentioned above); as for the Ogdoad,
inexpressible and invisible, they consider it hidden in the entrails ...

A false legend about the boy Jesus

20.1 Beyond that, they introduce an infinite multitude of apoc-
ryphal and bastard scriptures that they themselves have composed to
stupefy the simple and those who dg not know the authentic writ-

a boy learning the alphabet, his teacher said to him, as is customary,
“Say Alpha,” and he replied, “Alpha.” But when the teacher ordered
him to say Beta, the Lord replied, “First you tell me what Alpha is
and then I will tell you what Beta 1s.” They explain this reply as

meaning that he alone knew the Unknowable, whom he showed
forthin the figure of the Alpha.

Valentinian Gospel exegesis

20.2 They twist some of the content of the Gospels in this sense, for
example what he said at the age of 12 to his mother: “Do you not
know that I must be in what belongs to my Father?” (Luke 2:49): By
that he was telling them, they say, about the Father whom they did
not know; and for this reason he sent the disciples to the twelve tribes
(Matt.10:5-6), announcing the God unknown to them, And to the
man who said “Good Master” to him, he acknowledged the truly
good God when he said, “Why do you call me good? A single one is
good, the Father among the Heavens” (19:16-17 var.) They say that
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7 And for this reason he did not
he Aeons are called Heavens. did
her:v::rihose who asked him, “By what power _do you do thls.? }I:ut
ansbarrassed them with his counter-questioning (21:23-27); they
o lain that by not replying he showed forth the }neffable characte;
e?;he Father. And when he said, “Often they d631r6edhto heag one eo”
X . k them,”¢ the word “on
ds, and they had no one to spea ,
tEF::thVc? ihe one true God whom they did not kn?iw. Euitll;er, wﬁzg
h i ou
i lem and wept over it and said, “If y
he was approaching Jerusa s from
day what belongs to your peace, butitis .
kilolj;nltgzﬁr;}), with the word “hidden” he .referred to the hﬁiden
En;stery of the Abyss. And again, when he said, g,\zme 1tcl) 121;;3 221 ! )yc;l:
? tt.11:28-29),
labor and are burdened and learn from me” (Ma :
;}:)?:I:imed the Father of Truth, for, they say, he promised he would
hem what they did not know. .
;%a‘;h tFieII:;lly, as a proof of the foregoing and the final statﬁmeﬁt oj
thc.:ir system, they bring forward this text: “I [Lrause };Su,f Fat ei h(;‘r, .
, he Earth [Achamoth], for yo
of the Heavens [Aeons] and th x hav:
i d revealed them to infants. Yes,
hidden these things from the wise an em Lo infants, Yes,
leasure. Everything has been
Father, for such was your good p ,. iy
but the Son has known the
ered to me by my Father, and no one mown th
d he to whom the Son has
her, nor the Son but the Father an
fete:lfad it” (Matt.11:25-27). By these words, they say,kﬁe mo}ft
lainly showed that before his coming no one clearlyh eviv t eS:
If)"ather of Truth. They claim that the Maker and Creator has '% w;y
been known by all, but the Lord spoke thes'e words of the Father
unknown to all, whom they themselves proclaim.

Gnostic spiritual rites

21.3 Some of them use a bridal chamber and pe;lform 1? vsl;h?li(;,
. . . . o e : t ey call wha
ith profane invocations over the initiates )
rr?;z;irrflevg a “sppiritual martiage,” after the 11kene.rss of t.he pairs above.
l())thers lead them to water and baptize them while saying,

Into the name of the unknown Father of all,

into Truth the Mother of all, .

into the one who came down into Jesus; ' Lo )
for union, redemption, and the communion of the Powers.

i ce
Others also use Hebrew words in order to 1mpressb t}leblnltlatez.
; 1 ) came-
ta diarbada caeota bafobor
Basema cacabasa eanaa trrauwmis ‘
lanthi® [Graffin’s translation] “In the name of Sophia, Father, and
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Light, called Spirit of Holiness, for the redemption of the angeli¢ -

nature.” Still others proclaim the “redemption” thus: “The Name

hidden from every Deity and Lordship and Truth, which Jesus the -

Nazarene put on in the zones of the light of Christ, who lives
through the Holy Spirit for the angelic redemption, the Name of the
restoration:”
[Graffin’s restoration] Messia ufar magno in seenchaldia mosomed,
eaacha faronepseha Iesu Nazarene: “1 am anointed and redeemed
from my soul and from all judgment by the name of Iao; redeem me,
Jesus of Nazareth.”

So the initiators speak, and the initiate then responds:

I am confirmed and redeemed, and I redeem my soul from this
age and everything from it, in the name of Iao, who redeemed his
soul by redemption in the living Christ."

Finally those present declare, “Peace be to all on whom this Name
rests.” Then they anoint the initiate with balsam, for they say this
perfume signifies the good odor over all things.
21.4 Some of them say it is pointless to lead to water. They mix oil
and water together, with formulas like those we mentioned, and pour
iton the head of those being initiated, and this they claim as “redemp-
tion.” They also anoint with balsam. Others, rejecting all these rites,
say that the mystery of the ineffable and invisible Power should not
be performed through created things, visible and perishable, nor that

of unthinkable and bodiless realities through sensible and corporeal®

things. Perfect redemption is simply the Gnosis of the inexpressible
Greatness, for the deficiency and passion took place out of ignorance.
By Gnosis the whole state of ignorance will be dissolved, so that
Gnosis is the redemption of the inner man. This redemption is
neither corporeal, since the body is perishable, nor psychic, since the
soul too comes from the deficiency and is like a dwelling for the
spirit. Redemption must therefore be spiritual. By Gnosis the inner,
spiritual man is redeemed, and for such persons the knowledge of
everything is sufficient: such is the true redemption.

21.5 'There are others who redeem the dead at their last moment,
pouring oil and water on their heads, or the aforesaid ointment with
water and the aforesaid invocations, so that they may become incom-
prehensible and invisible to the Archons and Powers and their inner
man may ascend above the invisible regions, abandoning the body to
the created universe and leaving the soul with the Demiurge. And
they teach them to say when they come to the Powers after death:
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[ am a son from the Father, the pre-existent Eather, and a son in
the Pre-existent. [ have come to see everyt.hmg, allbt}iat is m1rt1§
and that is not mine, not completely foreign but 1(} (;ngmg_ °
hamoth, who is female and made them l?y hers.e ut orig
ﬁ:ted from the Pre-existent; and [ am returning again to my own

place from which I came.

By saying this he will escape from the Powers. He will come to those
alz,out the Demiurge and say to them

1 am a precious vessel, more precious than.tl}e female who m??ﬁ
ou. If your Mother is ignorant of her origin, I kpow rngrse "
’ d know whence I come, and T invoke the imperishable Sophia
erlhich s in the Father, the Mother of your Mother [Achamoth]
Who has no Father or male companion. She, female from feniefxle,
:Vnade you in ignorance of her Mother while supposing herself to

be alone; but I invoke her Mother.

he Demiurge will be
hey hear these words, the angels about t .

Wh:tfll t tf‘Zubled and will blame their source and the race qf thﬁ%r
ig\/r[f)th}e’r but the initiate will go toward his own places, rejecting s

bond, that is his soul.?

Valentinian redemption versus the rule of truth

This is what we have found out i.lbol.lt that ;Fedeﬁﬁugzdigi ;he;;s(i
i iffer from one another 1n teaching ‘ ,
fklll(l)csee ltj;egw(jl to be more recent try to discover am.i fruc;:fi vs;h;lt rri:)
one ever thought of, it is hard to describe the doctrines 0 Ci ; eh ; .
221 But we hold fast the rule of truth., that there is one a (rin tganér
God who founded everything through his Word and arrar:ige; 11) d
made everything out of the non-existent (Hermas Manda 6;1 ), @8
scripture says: “By the Word of the L-ord the h”eavens ?vere H:lafuer frm
and by the Spirit of his mouth all thelr power (Ps.3§.2), an fu Wa;
«All things were made through him and Wlthogt IE nothing
made” (John 1:3). Nothing is excepted from this ?.H t 1ngds. —
Through him the Father made everything, vmb}e ;1[1 1nvt :mal,
sense-perceptible and intelligible, temporal for God’s plan orf € cr his.
He did not make them through angels or powers separate dro b
will, for God has no need of anything at all; but by his Wor anh. s
Spirit he makes everything, disposes everything, governs everythuig,

gives existence to everything. He made the world, for the world is
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part of “all things.” He fashioned
the God of Isaac, the God Jocob. T

The Valen

22.2  Since the refutation and

sarily varied and lengthy,

dance with the character of each

..
tinlans’ “source and root”

e is the God of Abrahan,

and since we intend to refute all in accor-

Simon the Samaritan magician

23.1 1In his desire to cont i
: end with the apostles, »
csiee.:m a celebnty,. he looked more deeply 51to aeﬁ’
rﬁve the many into a stupor. He lived under G
whom he is said to have been honored with 3 st

d, and taught that he

atue beca

so that he mighe
magic, in order to
laudius Caesar, by

use of his

by whom this world was made. This

m him and knowing what he
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wished, came down to the lower regions and gave birth to the angels
and powers by whom this world was made. After she gave birth to
them she was made captive by them because of envy, since they did
not want to be considered the offspring of anyone. Simon was totally
unknown by them, while his Thought was held captive by the
powers and angels emitted by her and suffered complete degradation,
so that she was enclosed in a human body and through the ages
assed into other female bodies as from one vessel into another. She
was in that Helen for whom the Trojan war was undertaken.
Therefore when Stesichorus cursed her in his poems he went blind, but
later, when he repented and praised her in his “palinodes,” he saw again.
As she passed from body into body and always suffered degradation,
she finally stood in a brothel. She is the “lost sheep” (Luke 15:4-6).
Therefore he himself came, first to take her up and free her from her
bonds and then to provide men with salvation by the Gnosis of himself.
As the angels were misgoverning the world, since each desired the
primacy, he came down to correct the state of affairs, transformed and
disguised as various principalities and powers and angels, so that among
men he appeared as a man, though not a man, and he was thought to
suffer in Judaea, though he did not suffer. He said the prophets spoke
their prophecies when inspired by the angels who made the world;
therefore those who have set their hope on him and Helen should no
longer be concerned with them, but as free people do whatever they
will. People are saved by his grace, not by just works (Eph.2:8-9), for
works are just not by nature but by convention, in accord with the
decrees of the world-creating angels who lead mankind into slavery
through such precepts. Therefore he promised to destroy the world and
free those who are his from the control of those who made it.
23.4 'The priests of their mysteries live in debauchery and practice
magic, as much as each one of them can. They employ exorcisms,
incantations, love-philters, charms, familiar spirits, dream-inducers,
and every other magical practice. They venerate images of Simon as
Zeus and Helen as Athena. They bear the name “Simonians” derived
from the founder of the most impious doctrine, and from them origi-
nated the “knowledge falsely so called” (1 Tim.6:20), as can be
learned from their assertions.

Menander, another Samaritan magician

23,5 Simon’s successor, another Samaritan, was Menander, who
also reached the pinnacle of magic and said that the First Power was

89



AGAINST HERESIES

unknown to all, while he himself was the Savior sent by the invisib]e
powers for the salvation of humanity. The world was made by angels
who (like Simon) he says were emitted by Thought. By the magic
taught by him he provided 2 “gnosis” to overcome the angels whgq
made the world. For hijs disciples receive resurrection through

baptism into him and can no longer die but continue on, ageless and
immortal.

Saturninus of Antioch

24.1  From these [Simon and Menander] Saturninus, from Antioch -

by Daphne, and Basilides took their points of departure but set forth
different doctrines, the one in Syria, the other at Alexandrig,
Saturninus like Menander set forth one Father unknown to all, who
made angels, archangels, principalities, and powers. By seven of these
angels was made “the world and everything in it” (cf. Acts 17:24).
Man too is the work of the angels, who could not retain 2 shining
image that appeared downward from the Supreme Power because it

immediately ran back upward. They exhorted one another, saying, -

“Let us make man after the image and the likeness” (cf. Gen.1:26).
When what they made could not stand erect, because of the weakness
of the angels, but wriggled like 2 worm, the Power from above took
pity on it, for it was made in its likeness, and emitted a spark of life
that raised the man, set him on his feet, and made him live, After
death this spark of life runs back above to what possesses the same
nature as its own, but the rest returns to the original elements.
24.2  The Savior was ungenerated, incorporeal, and shapeless. He
V7as seen as a man only in appearance. The God of the Jews is one of
the angels. When the Father wanted to destroy all the archons, the
Christ came for the destruction of the God of the Jews and the salva-
tion of those who believed him and have the spark of his life. The
angels had fashioned two kinds of men, one bad, the other good, and
since demons helped the worse, the Savior came for the destruction
of evil men and demons but the salvation of the good.
They say marriage and generation are from Satan. Many of his
followers abstain from meat and lead many astray through simulated
continence of this kind. Some prophecies were spoken by the angels
who made the world, some by Satan. This angel is the adversary of
the world-makers, especially the God of the Jews.
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Baslides of Alexandria

r to seem to have discovered something rather deep and
Zi;zuagirz,r (iieasilides extended the development of his doctrine to
b finity. He postulated that Mind was first born from the ungener-
in d Father, from Mind Logos, from Logos Forethought, fro}rln
;‘tcfrethought Wisdom and Power, and from Power and \X(’ilsd}cim ﬁt 61:;
owers, archons, and angels whom he calls first, who made é e rje
heaven. Similarly other angels emanatec'l from. the;e ;.n rggve
another heaven like the first, and so on with copies of those a
them to a total of 365; the year therefore has 365 days. N e
24.4 The angels who occup}r.the lower heaven seex;l y uls nade
verything that the world contains and shared among themselve the
. rl}llamd the nations on it. The chief of the angels is the one regarde
eMttlrle God of the Jews. When he wanted to subject the other. nations
:cs) his own people, the Jews, the other archons rose up against h}llrrsl
and fought him, and therefore the other peoples rose against hi
14 ‘
%il(;%; ungenerated and unnameable Fath<?r saw tbeir perversity aEd
sent his First-Begotten Mind, c?llid Chr1;t, to lét;el;zflt: 31;):13 WHZ
ieve him from the power of those who ma .
I:;gzz:ed 1on earthasa r_fan to the peoples of the archons.ang.wo;ki)(}
miracles. Consequently he did not Zuffer,. b(;}tl .accie(:)rst:}rcl) ; }llrlr:r? : of
was impressed into service and carried his l,
Ee}’ ::se cruciﬁe}()i15 by ignorance def erljor,"' t}:?nsiil%uﬁzcisls)zﬁ:éltgz
that he was supposed to be Jesus. As for esus himself, sumed th
i and stood by to deride the archons.” Since he
252112?;?;12;?0325?;“’“ and the 1}\7/[inc_i of the ungenerated Fatlcliel;,1 he
transfigured himself as he wished, and it was thus that he abscialn1 ; r:g
him who sent him,* deriding them becau.se he could not jf e att nd
was invisible to all. Those who know this have been free r}cl)m e
world-making archons. One must not confess the one Wb o vs:: s
crucified but the one who came in human form, appeared (;o e crut o
fied, was called Jesus, and was sent by the Father to efstroy the
works of the world-makers by this plan. If anyone confesses he
Crucified, he says, he is still a slave and' under the domm;tlon of
those who made bodies; but he wlilohdemes is freed from them a
lan of the unbegotten Father. o
lgigwsgalifrftion is only for the soul; the body is perishable })dy Eaiutl}'leé
The prophecies come from the archops who rTlade thfe Worh , 112 the
law comes specifically from their chief, that is, the one who le

91



AGAINST HERESIES

people out of the land of Egypt. One must despise the foods offered
to idols, regard them as nothing and use them without the slightest
fear, treating other actions with indifference, including every kind of
debauchery. These people also practice magic, incantations, invoca-
tions, and all the rest. They make up names for the angels, claiming
that these are in the first heaven, those in the second, and g0 01 to give
the names of the archons, angels, and powers of the 365 supposed
heavens. They also say that the name under which the Savior
descended and ascended is Caulacau (I5.28:10).

24.6  The person who has learned these things and knows all the
angels and their origins will become invisible and intangible to the
angels and their powers just as Caulacau was. As the Son is unknown
to all, so they will not be known by anyone but when they know all
[the angels] and pass through all [their realms] they are invisible and
unknown to all. “You must know everyone,” they say, “but no one
should know you.” Therefore such people are ready to deny and
indeed cannot suffer for the Name, since they resemble all. Not many
can know these things, but one out of a thousand and two out of ten
thousand. They say Jews no longer exist, Christians not yet. Their
mysteries must not be divulged but held secret in silence.

24.7 'They determine the positions of the 365 heavens as the
astrologers do, and borrow the astrologers’ “theorems” in order to
adapt them to the nature of their own doctrine. Their chief is
Abrasax, and therefore he bears the number 365."

Carpocrates

25.1 Carpocrates and his disciples say that the world and what is in
it was made by angels much inferior to the ungenerated Father. Jesus
was the son of Joseph and was like all other men, though superior to

the others because his soul, strong and pure, remembered what it had .

seen in the sphere of the ungenerated God. Therefore a power was
sent him by the Father so that he could escape from the world-
makers and pass through all of them and, freed in all, ascend to him.
So it goes for those with dispositions like his. The soul of Jesus was
brought up in the customs of the Jews but despised them; therefore it
received powers through which it destroyed the passions found in
men as punishments.

25.2  The soul which like that of Jesus can despise the world-making
archons can similarly receive powers to perform the same actions.
Therefore they reach such a pitch of pride that some of them declare
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chemselves equal to Jesus, While‘ otheljs say they are stronger anc% Stlg
others claim to be superior to }.118 d15<:1ples. sucl} as Peter and Pau ﬁn.
the other apostles — who are in no way inferior to ]fasus. For their
souls, coming from the same sphere and therefore similarly desp1s1n§
the world-makers, have been held Worthy of the_same power an
return to the same place. If anyone despises Wl‘:at Is here more than
Jesus did he can be better than him, %< ¢ & fh? - ;
253 They too work magic arts and use phllt.ers and charms an
familiar spirits and dream-senders and the other infamies, saying that

" they have power to dominate the archons and makers of this world,

and not only them but also all their works in it. '
These people have been sent by Satan to the pagans in order to
slander the divine name of the church, so that wl'.len men hear them
spoken of in various ways and imagine we are all like them, tbey may
turn their ears away from the preaching of the truth or, viewing Fhell‘
conduct they may blaspheme all of us, even though we communicate
with them in nothing, neither doctrine nor morals' nor daily hfe.‘ But
these people, who live in debauchery and. profess impious c.ioctrmes,
abuse the Name as a veil to cover their w1cke‘dne§s. Their judgment
is just” (Rom.3:8) and they will receive retribution worthy of their
works from God.
254 They have become so insane that they say they can freely
commit every sacrilege and impiety. Qood an.d ev.1l, they say, are
merely matters of opinion. Souls in thelr transmigration must try out
every possible way of living and acting, If anyone is not cafeful to
perform all these actions in one lifetime —acts which it is not right for
us to mention (Eph.5:12) or hear or even think of, and we would not
believe that men living in the same cities as us Would Qerform
anything of the sort — according to th-eir own writings their souls
must try out every possible way of living so that when Fhey depart
they have nothing left to do; they must act so that nothing may be
lacking in their freedom and they may not be cgmpelled to enter
bodies again. This is why, they say, Jesus spoke this parable: ‘the
you are on the way with your adversary, act to be .freed from him, for
fear that he may deliver you to the judge and the ]pdge to the ofﬁce?,
and he put you in prison. Verily, I tell you, you will not get out uniclll
you have paid the last quadrant.”® The “adversary” is one of the
angels who are in the world, the one named the Devil; he was madein
order to conduct the souls of the dead of this world to the archon.
This archon is the first of the world-makers. He delivers t'he souls to
another angel, his officer, to enclose them in other bodies, for the
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prison is the body. “You will not leave there until you have paid the
last quadrant” means that no one escapes the power of the world-
making angels, but constantly transmigrates as long as he has not
performed all the acts in the world. When not one is left, then his soul
is freed for that god who is above the world-making angels. And thus
all souls will be saved, whether they hasten to take part in all actions
during a single coming or, transmigrating or inserted from one body
into ahother, accomplish all kinds of actions, pay their debt, and are
freed so that they no longer are in bodies.

255 Do they actually perform these irreligious, unjust, and
forbidden acts? I would not believe it. In their writings, however, it is
written thus and they themselves state it, saying that Jesus spoke
privately in a mystery to his disciples and apostles and told them to
transmit his secrets to those who were worthy and in agreement.”
Salvation is achieved through faith and love,” and all the rest is a
matter of indifference. It is called good or bad according to human
opinion, but nothing is evil by nature.

25.6 Some of them brand their disciples on the back part of the right
ear lobe. One of them named Marcellina came to Rome under
Anicetus and caused the destruction of many. They call themselves
Gnostics. They have images, some painted, others made of various
materials, for, they say, a portrait of Christ was made by Pilate in the
time when Jesus was with men. They put crowns on these and show
them forth with images of the worldly philosophers, that is,
Pythagoras, Plato, Aristotle, and others, and pay them the same
honors as among pagans.

Cerinthus in Asia

26.1 A certain Cerinthus in Asia taught that the world was not
made by the First God but by a certain Power far separated and
distant from the Principality which is over all and ignoring the God
over all. Jesus was not born of a virgin, for that is impossible, but was
the son of Joseph and Mary by a generation like that of all other men,
and he was better than them in justice, prudence, and intelligence.
After his baptism the Christ came down into him in the form of a
dove from the Principality which is over all and then he proclaimed
the unknown Father and worked miracles. At the end the Christ flew
away from Jesus, Jesus suffered and was raised, but the Christ
remained impassible, being spiritual.
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The Ebionites

26.2 Those who are called Ebionites agree that the world was made
by the real God butas to the Lord they profess the same opinions as
Cerinthus and Carpocrates. They use only the Gospel according to
Matthew and reject the apostle Paul, whom they call an apostate from
the law. They strive with excessive pedantry to e.xpound the prophe-
cies. They practice circumcision and persevere in legal customs and
the Jewish way of life, so that they pray toward Jerusalem as if it were
the house of God.”

The Nicolaitans

26.3 'The Nicolaitans have as their master Nicolaus, one of the seven
who first were ordained to the diaconate by the apostles (Acts 6:5-6).
They live in promiscuity. The Apocalypse of ].ohn fully reveals who
they are: they teach that fornication and the eating of meats offered to
:dols are matters of indifference (Rev.2:14-15). Therefore the scrip-
ture too says of them, “But you have this in your favor, that you hate
the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate” (2:6).

Cerdo and Marcion

274 A certain Cerdo likewise began with the doctrine of the
Simonians. He came to Rome under Hyginus, ninth to occupy the
place of the episcopate by succession from the apostles, and he taught
that the God announced by the law and the prophets was not the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The former was known; the second,
unknown; one is just and the other is good.

27.2 For a successor he had Marcion, a man from. Pontus who
developed his teaching by impudently blasph§m1ng the God
announced by the law and the prophets, calling him the creator of
evils, desirous of wars, inconstant in his thoughts and contradicting
himself. As for Jesus, sent by the Father above the god who creat.ed :
the world, he came into Judaea in the times of the governor Pontius
Dilate, procurator for Tiberius Caesar, manifest in human form to
those who were in Judaea, abolishing the prophets, thf& law, and all
the works of the god who made the world, whom Marcion callftd the
Cosmocrator. Beyond that, he circumcised the Gospel according to
Luke, taking out everything written about the b1r.th of Fhe Lord gnd
removing many passages from his teaching, those in which he plainly
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acknowledged the Creator of this world as his Father. Thus Marcion
persuaded his disciples that he was more truthful than the apostles
who transmitted the gospel, and handed over to them not the gospel
but a modest portion of the gospel. IHe also cut away the letters of the
apostle Paul, suppressing all the texts in which the apostle plainly
spoke of the God who made the world as the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, as well as all those in which the apostle mentions the
prophecies predicting the coming of the Lord.

27.3 He said there would be salvation only for souls that had
learned his doctrine, while the body, as taken from the earth, cannot
share in salvation. To his blasphemy against God he adds, as a true
mouth of the devil, completely opposed to the truth, that Cain and
those like him, the men of Sodom, the Egyptians and the like, the
pagans who walked in every combination of evil, were saved by the
Lord when he descended into Hades, for they ran to him and he took
them into his kingdom; Abel, however, and Enoch and Noah and the
rest of the righteous, Abraham and the patriarchs after him, with all
the prophets and all who pleased God, did not share in salvation —as
the serpent who was in Marcion proclaimed. These men, he says,
knew that their god was always testing them, and in the belief that he
was testing them then they did not run to Jesus and did not believe his
proclamation, and therefore their souls remained in Hades.

Marcion is unique, but all come from Simon

274 But since this Marcion is the only one who openly dared to
circumcise the scripmMre shamelessly than all
others, we shall write against him separately, refuting him, with God’s

help, from his writings and from those words of the Lord and the .

Apostle which he respected and uses. For now we have to mention
him so that you may know that all who in any way adulterate the truth -
and harm the church’s preaching are disciples and successors of Simon
the Samaritan magician. Although in their aim of deceiving others
they do not confess the name of their teacher, his is the doctrine they
teach. They set forth the name of Christ Jesus as an incitement, but in
various ways introducing the impiety of Simon they cause the death
of many, through the good name spreading their evil doctrine, and
through the gentleness and modesty of this name presenting the bitter
and malignant poison of the serpent who introduced apostasy.

28.1 Beginning with those we have just mentioned, there arose the
many ramifications of the heresies because many, or rather all, among
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them want to be teachers and to leave the heresy in which they beg?ln
and create one doctrine from another and then' another from the

cevious one, declaring that they themselves invented whatever
system they fabricated.

The Encratites and Tatian

Thus, for example, people called Encratites .(“contineqt”), inspired
by Saturninus and Marcion, have proclaumed_ abs.tl.nence frf)m
marriage, rejecting the ancient work of God gnd implicitly accusxng
him who made male and female for procreation (Gen.l:“27—.28), and
they have introduced abstinence from what th‘ey call amma’z{ed,
being ungrateful to the God who made ev‘erythmg.' They a!so eng
the salvation of the first-formed man. Th1§ last point was invente
among them in our own time when a certain Tatian first 1ntroduc.e(}i1
this blasphemy. While he heard the teaching of Jusgr} and stayed wit
him, he set forth no such doctrine, but after Justin’s r‘narr}.rrdom he
separated from the church. Lifted up and inflated by his claim to be }
teacher, as if he were better than the rest, he created his own st}_rlt.e o
doctrine. Like the Valentinians he set forth a myth.about 1nv131.ble
Acons; like Marcion and Saturninus he called marriage corruption
and debauchery, and finally he rejected the salvation of Adam.

Barbelo-Gnostics

29.1 Beyond these people, a multitude of Gnostics has arisen out of
the Simonians already mentioned, just as mushrooms come up from
the earth. We are going to report their principal do'ctr‘mes.“ N

Some say that there is a never-ageing Aeon in a Virginal Spirit called
Barbelo, and in this Spirit an unnameable Father, who Wantfed to
reveal himself to Barbelo. This Thought came forth and stood in his
sight and asked for Foreknowledge. When Foreknowledge also came
forth, they both requested Imperishability, and she came forth; then
Eternal Life. Barbelo rejoiced in them and, looking tgwarfl t}}e
Greatness and delighting in the Conception, she bore a nght like it.
This was the Beginning of the illumination and generation of all
things. ' . o

When the Father saw this Light he anointed it Wlth. his own goodness
so that it would be perfect. This is Christ [“a.nomted”], who then
asked that a helper, Mind, be given him, and Mind came forth. Then

the Father emitted Logos. Next there were unions of Thought and
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Logos, Imperishability and Christ; Eternal Life was joined with Wil]
and Mind with Foreknowledge. These emanations magnified the
great Light and Barbelo.
29.2 Afterwards from Thought and Logos was emitted Self-Born
as a representation of the great Light; it was greatly honored and al]
things were subjected to it (cf. Ps.8:6-7). With it was emitted Truth,
and thus there was another pair, Self-Born and Truth. From the Light
which is Christ and from Imperishability four luminaries were
emitted to stand about Self-Born; again, from Will and Eternal Life
four emissions took place to serve the four luminaries. These emis-
sions were called Grace, Willing, Intelligence, and Thinking. Grace
was united with the first great Light, Savior, also called Armozel;
Willing with the second, called Raguel; Intelligence with the third,
called David; Thinking with the fourth, called Eleleth.
29.3  When all these had been established Self-Born also emitted the
Perfect and True Man, also called Adamas because he is adamant, as
are his origins. He was separated from the first Light by Armozel.
Perfect Gnosis was emitted by Self-Born along with the Man, and
was joined to him; from her he knows the one who s above all.
Unconquered Power was given him by the Virginal Spirit in which all
things rest to praise the great Aeon. Thus were revealed the Mother,
the Father, and the Son: from the Man and Knowledge was born the
Tree, itself also called Knowledge (Gen.2:9).
29.4 Then from the first angel with Monogenes (Self-Born) was
emitted Holy Spirit, also called Sophia and Prunicus. When this
Spirit saw that all the others had partners but she did not, she sought
someone with whom to be united. When she found none, she
stretched and looked down to the lower regions in the belief that she
would find one there. Not finding one, she leapt back, wearied
because she had made this effort without the approval of the Father.
Afterwards, driven by simplicity and kindness, she generated a worlk -
in which were Ignorance and Presumption. This work is called
Proarchon, the fashioner of this universe. He stole a great power
from his mother and departed from her to the lower regions and
made the firmament of heaven, in which he dwells. And since he is
Ignorance he made the powers beneath him: angels, firmaments, and
everything earthly. Then he was united with Presumption and gener-
ated Wickedness, Jealousy, Envy, Strife, and Desire. When they were
generated, the Mother Sophia fled in grief and withdrew above,
becoming the Eighth for those who count from below. When she
withdrew, he thought he was alone, and therefore he said, “T am a
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jealous God and there is none but me” (Fxod.20:5).% Such are the lies

of these heretics.

Ophite Gnostics

30.1 Still others provide the following portentous account. There
was a first Light in the power of the Abyss, bless_ed and 1mper1shal?le
and unlimited; this is the Father of All, callefi F1r§t Man From him
proceeded a Thought, the son of him who emitted it; this is the Son of
Man, the Second Man.” Below them was the Holy Spirit, and under
this Spirit were the separate elements, water, darkness, azbyss, chaos;
above these elements was borne the Spirit, called First Woman
(Gen.1:2). Then the First Man exulted with his Son over the beauty of
the Spirit, that is, the Woman, and he illumm:jlted her; thus he gener-
ated from her an imperishable Light, the Third Male, c'aI.ICd Chr.lst,
the son of the First and Second Man and of the Holy Spirit, the First
n.
X?ZmaThe Father and the Son then united with the Woman, whom
they called also Mother of the Living (Gen.?:20). Bu.t she could noj
hold up or contain the greatness of the nghtf, which oYerﬂowe
above the left-hand parts. And thus only C}}rlst was their Son, as
being on the right hand, and raised up above with his Mother into the
imperishable Aeon. This is the true and holy Churcb, the convoca-
tion, association, and union of the Father of All, the First Man, and of
the Son, the Second Man, and of Christ, their Son, and of the Woman
ve mentioned. '
‘;E)e; ’ Then the Power which flowed out of the Woman, with the
moisture of light, left the domain of the' Fathers and fell downward
by her own will, having with her the moisture of light. This Power is
called Left and Prunicus and Sophia and Male-Female. . She came
down all at once into the immobile waters and put them in motion,
plunging boldly into them to the bf)ttom, an‘d took a body frorp
them. Everything ran toward her moisture Qf hgh.t and adhe.red to it
and imprisoned it on all sides; without this moisture of light she
might have been completely absorbed and submerged by matter.
While she was thus enchained and weighed down by the body of
matter, she once came to herself and tried to escape from the waters
and ascend to her Mother, but she could not, because 0}5 Fhe heaviness
of the body placed around her. She felt that her condition was very
bad, and she planned to hide the light from above, for fear that it too,
like her, would be harmed by the inferior elements. When she

99



AGAINST HERESIES

received power from the moisture of the light within her, she leapt
forth and was raised into the height, and when she reached the height
she extended herself and made this visible heaven, and she remained
under the heaven she made, still having the form of a watery body.
When she had felt desire for the light from above and had received a
new power, she put off her body entirely and was freed from it. They
call this body her son and they call her Woman from Woman.

30.4 Her son had an inspiration of imperishability that his Mother
left him, because of which he was able to work.

Become strong, he himself emitted a son from the waters, without his
Mother; for he did not know his Mother. His son, like his father,
emitted another son; this third generated a fourth, the fourth a fifth,
the fifth a sixth, and the sixth a seventh. Thus was finished the
Hebdomad (cf. Gen.2:2), with the Mother occupying the eighth
place, and as they have a hierarchy in origin so also they have a hier-
archy of dignity and power. .

30.5 Here are the names that they gave to what they invented. The
first from the Mother is called Ialdabaoth; the one from him is Iao,
from him Sabaoth, the fourth Adoneus [Adonai], the fifth Eloeus
[Elohim], the sixth Horeus [Or, light], the seventh and last,
Astaphaeus. These Heavens, Virtues, Powers, Angels, and Creators
sit in order in the heaven, ranked by origins, while remaining invis-
ible. They rule over celestial and terrestrial affairs. The first of them,
Taldabaoth, despised the Mother when without her permission he
made sons and grandsons, that is, Angels, Archangels, Virtues,
Powers, and Dominions. His sons had just come into existence when
they turned against him to dispute the first place. Sad and despon-
dent, Taldabaoth looked down at the low-lying dregs of matter and
consolidated his lust for it. From that, they say, a son was born, and
this is Mind, with the twisted shape of a serpent (cf- Gen.3:1). From

him came spirit and soul and everything worldly, and from him were -

born Oblivion and Malice and Jealousy and Envy and Death. The
Father drove out this serpentine and twisted Mind of theirs for its
prevarication when it had been with the Father in heaven and in
paradise (cf. Gen. 3:14).

30.6 This is why Ialdabaoth exulted and boasted over everything
below him and said, “I am Father and God and there is none above
me” (Is.45:5-6; 46:9). But the Mother heard these words and cried
out against him, “Do not lie, Ialdabaoth; above you are the Father of
all, the First Man, and the Man, the Son of Man.” All were disturbed
by the new voice and the unexpected appellation and, while they
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asked whence the cry had come,” Taldabaoth said to them, to turn
them away and bring them to himself, “Come, let us make a man after
the image.”” When six Powers heard this, the Mqther gave them the
idea of a man in order to empty them of their original power through
him. They came together and formed a man immense in breadth and
length. When he could only writhe they brought him to their Father.
Sophia effected this so that she might empty Ialdabaoth of the dew of
Jight and so that the man, deprived of his power, could not stand erect
against those who are above him. They say that whe{n Taldabaoth
breathed into the man a breath of life (Gen.2:7) he inadvertently
emptied himself of his power. Henceforward the man pogsessed
mind and thought, and (they say) these are what are saved, and imme-
diately he gave thanks to the First Man, abandoning those who made
him.
30.7 Tlaldabaoth jealously wanted to empty the man by means of. the
woman, and from his thought he drew out woman, but Prunicus
seized her and invisibly emptied her of power. The others came up
and, admiring her beauty, called her Eve, and desired her to generate
sons from her, who they say are Angels. Their Mother then planned
to seduce Eve and Adam through the serpent, so that they Wou.ld
transgress the commandment of Ialdabaoth. Eve readily believed him
as if she heard from the Son of God, and she persuaded Adam to eat
from the tree from which God said not to eat. When they had eaten,
they say, they knew that Power which is above all and withdrew from
those who made them. Prunicus, seeing that these had been overcome
through their own creation, rejoiced greatly and again criec! out that
since the imperishable Father already existed, Taldabaoth lied when
he called himself Father, and since Man and First Woman already
existed, he sinned when a made an imperfect copy:
308 Because of the Oblivion about him, Ialdabaoth paid no atten-
tion to these words and drove Adam and Eve out of paradise because
they had transgressed his commandment. He had to generate sons for
Adam out of Eve but did not achieve this, since her Mother acte.d
against him in everything and secretly emptied Adamand Eve of their
dew of light, so that the spirit from the Supreme Power might not
receive curse or blame. They teach that thus emptied of the divine
substance, they were cursed by Ialdabaoth and cast down from
heaven into this world. The serpent who had acted against the Father
was also cast down by him into this world, though he put under 'hlS
control the angels who are here and generated six sons, himself being
the seventh, in imitation of the Hebdomad about the Father. These,

101



AGAINST HERESIES

they say, are the seven cosmic demons, always hostile and resisting the
human race since because of them their father was driven down below.
30.9 Adam and Eve formerly had light, luminous, and so to speak
spiritual bodies, as they had been fashioned. But when they came
here, the bodies became dark, fat, and idle. Even their souls became
soft and languid because they had only the worldly breathing from
the Maker - until Prunicus took pity on them and gave them back the
sweet odor of the dew of light. Because of this they recognized them-
selves and knew they were naked and that their body was material.
They knew that they bore death in themselves and were patient,
knowing that they had been clothed with a body only for a time.
Guided by Sophia, they found food and when filled they united
carnally and generated Cain. But the fallen serpent and its sons
immediately seized him, corrupted him, filled him with worldly
oblivion, and sent him into stupidity and audacity, so that when he
killed his brother Abel he was the first to reveal jealousy and death.
After them, in accordanice with the providence of Prunicus (they say)
were generated Seth, then Norea; from whom the rest of mankind
(they say) were generated, and sent by the lower Hebdomad into all
malice and apostasy from the higher Hebdomad and into idolatry
and universal contempt, while the Mother never stopped opposing
the work of these powers and saving what was her own, the dew of
light. They want the sacred Hebdomad to consist of the seven stars
called planets, and they say that the serpent cast forth has two names,
Michael and Sammael.

30.10 Ialdabaoth, angered by human beings because they did not
worship him or honor him as Father and God, sent the deluge against
them so that all would perish at once. Once more Sophia opposed
him and those with Noah in the ark were saved because of the dew of
light from her, and through her the world was again filled with

human beings. Among them, Ialdabaoth chose a certain Abraham -

and made a covenant with him that if his seed would continue to
serve him he would give them the earth as an inheritance. Later
through Moses he brought forth from Egypt the descendants of
Abraham, gave them the law, and made them Jews. From them the
seven gods, also called the sacred Hebdomad, chose their own
heralds to glorify each and proclaim him as God, so that the rest of
mankind, hearing the glorification, might also serve those who were
proclaimed by the prophets as Gods.

30.11  Thus they distribute the prophets: of Ialdabaoth, Moses and
Joshua son of Nun and Amos and Habakkuk; of Tao, Samuel and
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Nathan and Jonah and Micah; of Sabaoth, Elijah and Joel and
Zechariah; of Adonai, Isaiah and Ezekiel and Jeremiah and Daniel; of
Elohim, Tobias and Haggai; of Oraeus, Micah and Nahum.; of
Astaphaeus, Esdras and Zephaniah. Each of these prophets glorified
his own Father and God, while Sophia spoke much through them
(they say) about the First Man and the imperishable Acon and that
Christ who'is above, recalling and reminding men of the imperish-
able light and the First Man and proclaiming the descent of Chr1§t.
The Archons were terrified by these and marveled at the novelty in
what was proclaimed by the prophets. Prunicus worked through
Taldabaoth without his knowledge and effected the emissions of two
men, one from the sterile Flizabeth (Luke 1:7), the other from the
Virgin Mary (1:34-35).

30.12 Prunicus herself found rest neither in heaven nor on eaxfth,
but in affliction called the Mother to aid her. Her Mother, the First
Woman, took pity on the repentance of her daughter and asked the
First Man to send Christ to her as a helper, and he came down, sent to
his sister and to the dew of light. Learning that her brother was
coming down to her, the Sophia below [Achamoth] announced his
coming through John and prepared a baptism of repentance (Lu}{e
3:2-3,16) and formed Jesus in advance so that at his descent the Christ
might find a pure vessel and that through her son Taldabaoth the
Woman might be proclaimed by Christ. The Christ then descended
through the seven heavens, assimilated to their sons (_they say), and
gradually emptied them of power; the whole dew of light (they say)
ran toward him. And when Christ came down into this world he first
put on his sister Sophia and both exulted, taking their rest in each
other; and they define them as the Bridegroom and the Bride (John
3:29). Jesus, because born of the Virgin by the work of God, was
more wise, pure, and just than all other men (cf. Luke 2:40,52). Christ
descended into him in the embrace of Sophia (3:22), and thus Jesus
Christ came to be. . _
30.13 Many disciples of Jesus, they say, did not recognize the
descent of Christ into him, but when Christ came down into Jesus he
began to perform miracles and cures and proclaim the u'nknown
Father and acknowledge openly that he was the Son of the First Man.
In their anger the Archons and the Father of Jesus worked to kill hln:l,
and when he was being led to death, they say the Christ with Sophia
withdrew into the imperishable Aeon, while Jesus was crucified. The
Christ did not forget what was his own but sent from above a power
into him which raised him in a body. They call this body psychic and
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spiritual, for he left his worldly elements in the world. The disciples
saw that he had risen but did not recognize him (Luke 24:16), and did
not even know by whose grace Jesus arose from the dead. And they
say this was the greatest error among his disciples, that they thought
he had risen with a worldly body, not knowing that “flesh and blood
do not inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor.15:50).

30.14 'They want to confirm the descent of Christ and his ascension
from the fact that the disciples say that neither before the baptism nor
after the resurrection from the dead did Jesus perform anything
significant. These disciples did not know that Jesus was united to
Christ, the imperishable Aeon to the Hebdomad, and they call the
worldly body “psychic.” After his resurrection Jesus remained on
earth for eighteen months, and when intelligence descended in him
he taught what was obviously true, and he taught these [secret]
matters to a few of his disciples, who he knew were capable of under-
standing such great mysteries (cf. Mark 4:11 and parallels), and thus
he was taken up into heaven. There Jesus sits at the right hand of the
Father Ialdabaoth to receive to himself, after they have put off the
worldly flesh, the souls of those who knew him. He enriches himself,
while his Father is in ignorance and does not even sec him, for when
Jesus enriches himself with holy souls the Father suffers a loss and
diminishes, emptied of his power through the souls. For he will not
possess the holy souls so as to send them back into the world, but
only those which are from his substance, that s, from the “breathing.”
The final end will take place when the whole dew of the spirit of light
is gathered together and taken into the Aeon of imperishability.

Miscellaneous sects

Such are the doctrines of these people, from which, like the Lernaean

hydra, a beast with multiple heads, is generated the school of.

Valentinus. Some, however, say that Sophia herself was the serpent,
and for this reason it rose against the Maker of Adam and insinuated
Gnosis into men, and therefore the serpent was called “wiser than all
others” (Gen.3:1). The position and shape of our intestines, through
which food is brought in, shows hidden within us the generative
substance with the form of the serpent.

31.1 Still others say that Cain came from the Absolute Sovereignty
above, and Esau, Korah, and the men of Sodom, along with every
person of this sort, have the same origin. They were hated by the
Creator because though attacked they suffered no harm, for Sophia
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took to herself what was her own in them. The traitor Judas was the
only one of the apostles who possessed this knowledge (cf. John
13:27). For this reason he brought about the mystery of the betrayal;
through him all things on earth and in heaven were destroyed. They
provide a work to this effect called the “Gospel of Judas.”

31.2 I have collected writings of theirs in which they urge the
destruction of the works of the Womb, calling the Creator of heaven
and earth Womb. They cannot be saved unless they experience every-
thing, as Carpocrates also taught. At each sinful and disgusting action
an angel is present; the agent must act boldly and make the impurity
fall upon the angel present in the act, saying to him, “O angel, I use
your work; O power, I perform your operation.” This is “perfect
knowledge,” to perform without fear such actions as may not even be
named.

Conclusion of Book I

31.3 From such mothers and fathers and grandparents have come
Valentinus and his disciples, as their own doctrines and systems show
them to be. It was necessary to provide clear proof and bring their
teachings to light. Perhaps some of them will repent and by returning
to the only God, the Creator and Maker of the universe, can be saved.
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SUMMARY OF BOOK I

Pr.1 1In the first book, the one before this, we attacked the
“Knowledge falsely so called” and showed you, beloved, the whole
falsehood that was invented by the disciples of Valentinus in its many
contradictory forms. We also set forth the opinions of those who lived
earlier, showing that they disagreed with themselves as well as with
the truth. We diligently described the views of Mark the magician,
since he belongs among them, as well as his works; we reported the
passages from the scriptures that they try to adapt to his fiction, and
we carefully described the way they try to assert the truth through
numbers and the twenty-four letters of the alphabet. We have related
how they say that the created world was made after the image of their
invisible Pleroma, and all that they think and teach about the
Demiurge. We have revealed the doctrine of their ancestor, Simon the
Samaritan magician, and all his successors, and we have also set forth
the multitude of Gnostics descended from him. We have noted their
differences, doctrines, and successions, have described all the heresies
founded by them, and shown that all the heretics began from Simon
and introduced their impious and irreligious doctrines into this
world. We have revealed their “redemption,” the way they initiate
their adepts, their ritual formulas, and their mysteries. And we
recalled that there is one God the Creator, not a “fruit of deficiency,™
and that there is nothing above him or beyond him.

SUMMARY OF BOOK 11

Pr.2 Inthis book we shall treat only what is useful for us and what
time permits, and we shall refute their whole system through the
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major points. This is why, since it is a question of detecting and
cefuting their doctrine, we have given this very title to our work; for
their hidden pairs have to be destroyed by stating and refuting them
when brought to light, as well as the “Abyss,” proving that it never
existed and does not exist now.

1.1 We must begin with the primary and most important point,
with God the Demiurge who made heaven and earth and everything
in them, whom these blasphemers call “fruit of deficiency,” and we
shall show that there is nothing either above him or beyond him, and
that he freely made everything, not moved by another but on his own
initiative, since he is the only God and the only Lord and the only
Creator and the only Father, the only one who contains all and
provides being to all.

Divine transcendence

1.2 How could there be above this God another Pleroma or
Beginning or Power or another God, when itis necessary for the God
of all these to contain everything in his immensity and be contained
by none? If there is something outside him, he is no longer the
Pleroma of everything, nor does he contain everything; for to this
Pleroma or the God above everything there will be lacking what they
say is found outside him. That which lacks something or from which
something has been withdrawn by someone is not the Pleroma of
everything.

Furthermore, this being will have a beginning, a middle, and an end in
relation to those outside him. If the end is in what lies below, the
beginning is in those above. Similarly in the other directions it is
necessary that he will know the same situation: he will be contained,
determined, and enclosed by what is outside him. For the end which
is below necessarily surrounds and encloses the being which is ended
in it. Thus, then, their so-called Father of All, whom they also call
Pre-existent or Pre-beginning, and their Pleroma with him, and
Marcion’s good God, will be contained, enclosed, and surrounded by
another Principle, which is necessarily larger than it, since what
contains is greater than what is contained; what is larger is also
stronger and more the Lord; and what is larger and stronger and
more the Lord will be God. :

1.3 Since they say that something exists outside the Pleroma, into
which they think that Power wandering from above came down,
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